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DENNIS MAHER’S 19-YEAR FIGHT FOR EXONERATION
GUILTY
UNTIL PROVEN INNOCENT
 BC Law Magazine
Photograph by RICHARD ROSS
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WHEN KIDS DO TIME, 
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SOR FRANCINE  
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A magazine makeover is a complex 
feat, especially when the existing 
design is thirteen years old. The 
internet age has changed everything in the 
publishing world—how we read, what we 
read, when we read, why we read—and it has 
increased consumers’ demand for faster, more 
visual communication on a number of digital 
Don’t forget to update your informa-
tion so the Law School and other 
alumni can reach you. Contact us at 
bclaw.alumni@bc.edu, call 617-552-
4378, or visit www.bc.edu/lawalumni.
ALUMNI RESOURCES
BC Law Magazine BC Law’s alumni 
magazine is published twice a year, in 
January and June. To request a copy of 
the latest printed edition or share news 
items, press releases, letters to the edi-
tor, class notes, or photos, contact editor 
Vicki Sanders at vicki.sanders@bc.edu  
or call 617-552-2873.
Alumni Chapters Chapters of the 
Alumni Association meet in locations 
around the country and beyond to 
socialize, network, and share memories. 
To start a chapter, organize an event, or 
reach fellow alumni, contact Christine 
Kelly ’97, director of alumni relations, at 
christine.kelly.3@bc.edu or 617-552-4703.
Online Community Alumni services 
are brought together in one convenient 
place. The BC Law Alumni Portal 
gives you access to BC LawNet, the 
website where you can look up alumni 
in an online directory, take advantage 
of career resources, register for events, 
submit class notes, update your contact 
information, and maintain an @bc.edu 
forwarding address. Register now at 
www.bc.edu/lawnet.
VOLUNTEER
Reunion Committee The most 
successful reunion celebrations are 
those that have engaged volunteers 
on our Reunion Committees. Com-
mittees are formed the year before the 
reunion weekened, and participants 
can contribute as little as two hours 
per month. Contact Amanda Angel, 
director of annual giving, at amanda.
angel@bc.edu or 617-552-8696.
Ambassadors Program The 
Ambassadors Program promotes 
engagement with and giving to BC 
Law among alumni at law firms with 
a large BC Law alumni presence. 
Participating firms and volunteer 
representatives provide perspective 
on the changing legal industry, men-
tor and recruit students, and partner 
with the Office of Advancement to 
strengthen the alumni community. 
Contact Amanda Angel, director 
of annual giving, at amanda.angel@
bc.edu or 617-552-8696.
Mentoring Program The 1L Mentor 
Program matches first-year students 
with alumni volunteers in the city where 
they want to practice and in the prac-
tice area they are considering. Mentors 
serve as informal advisors between stu-
dents’ first- and second-year summers.
Contact Christine Kelly ’97, director of 
alumni relations, at christine.kelly.3@
bc.edu or call 617- 552-4703.
Judging Oral Advocacy Competi-
tions Students participate in four 
in-house competitions: Negotiations 
(early autumn), Mock Trial (late au-
tumn), Client Counseling (late winter), 
and Moot Court (spring). Alumni are 
needed to judge these competitions. 
Contact Rosemary Daly at rosemary.
daly@bc.edu or 617-552-0536.
SUPPORT/GIVE
Light the World Campaign BC Law 
is conducting an ambitious campaign 
to raise $50 million to directly support 
Law School priorities, notably endowed 
professorships, scholarships, loan 
repayment assistance, faculty research, 
and Law School centers of excellence. 
The fundraising initiative is part of 
the University’s $1.5 billion campaign.  
Contact Jessica Cashdan, executive 
director of advancement and associate 
dean, at jessica.cashdan@bc.edu or call 
617-552-3536.
Named Scholarships A number of 
scholars are selected each academic 
year based on their demonstrated 
leadership, financial need, academic 
excellence, or public service achieve-
ments, in accordance with donors’ 
preferences. The Dean’s Scholars 
Program, established in 2013, awards 
full-tuition merit scholarships to 
exceptionally promising students. 
Contact Jessica Cashdan, executive 
director of advancement and associ-
ate dean, at jessica.cashdan@bc.edu 
or call 617-552-3536.
Law School Fund Gifts to BC Law’s 
annual fund provide immediate 
financial support for many of the Law 
School’s most important needs. It has 
been used to fund financial aid for 
students, loan repayment assistance 
for alumni in public interest positions, 
and faculty research grants. Contact 
Amanda Angel, director of annual 
giving, at amanda.angel@bc.edu or 
617-552-8696.
Dean’s Council Giving Societies 
Members receive invitations to special 
receptions and events as well as enjoy 
membership in comparable University-
wide giving clubs. The Dean’s Council 
recognizes leadership gifts in societies 
based on giving levels starting at $1,500. 
Contact Amanda Angel, director of 
annual giving, at amanda.angel@bc.edu 
or call 617-552-8696.
Alumni Association Dues Program 
Dues exclusively fund activities and 
events for alumni. Support the dues pro-
gram by visiting www.bc.edu/lawdues  
or contact Christine Kelly ’97, director 
of alumni relations, at christine.kelly.3@
bc.edu or 617-552-4703.
CONNECT
platforms. Legal education, the practice of law, 
and the Law School community have also been 
transformed since the turn of the century. We 
have new leadership at BC Law, new priori-
ties for how to best educate our students, a 
new understanding of the necessity for global 
engagement and experiential learning, and 
new ideas and technologies for involving our 
alumni in the life of the Law School.
The time had come for a new BC Law Maga-
zine, in print and online.
It has taken nearly two years to achieve this 
goal. We thought long and hard about how to 
showcase the distinction of our faculty, advance 
our reputation as a nurturing community and 
institution of excellence, and enhance your feel-
ing of identity with the Law School. We surveyed 
2,200 alumni; 87 percent said the magazine is 
their primary means of connection to the Law 
School. Out of the survey as well as a brain-
storming session, focus groups, and countless 
conversations with members of the Law School 
community, themes and characterizations (en-
gaged globally, intellectually rigorous, commit-
ted to social justice, collaborative, innovative) 
emerged that provided the basis for the redesign.
It helped that we engaged the Boston-area 
design firm Seven Elm and its creative director 
Robert Parsons to realize our vision for the 
print edition and then animate it for the web. 
The online edition launches later this summer.
As you flip through these pages, you will 
see the Law School community in a new way. 
We’ve enlarged the magazine’s physical size 
to provide a better platform for photographs, 
graphics, and the display of type. We’ve cre-
ated Docket, an expanded front-of-the-book 
section, where points of view are expressed, 
the dean engages with thought leaders, and the 
relevance of faculty scholarship to legal prac-
tice is explored. There are stories about alumni 
in interesting jobs, and items that capture the 
whirl of speakers and activities. We’ve also 
expanded the number of feature articles. And, 
since survey respondents wanted more Class 
Notes, we dressed up the entire Esquire sec-
tion to shine a spotlight on graduates’ intrigu-
ing pursuits and to deliver lots of news about 
alumni events, donor generosity, and more.
Let us know what you think.
VICKI SANDERS, Editor
vicki.sanders@bc.edu
 Welcome to the New  
 BC Law Magazine
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Jeri Zeder
WRITER Boston-area freelance 
writer Jeri Zeder is a graduate of 
Brown University and the Boston 
University School of Law. She 
worked for a time as an assistant 
general counsel for the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts. She 
loves capturing the stories of law 
students, scholars, and activists who 
are changing the world. She writes 
in this issue about the Ninth Circuit 
Appeals Project (page 30) and the 
BC Innocence Project (page 24).
Peter Perl
WRITER Peter Perl, a former 
assistant managing editor of the 
Washington Post, retired in 2013 
following four decades in journal-
ism. He was an award-winning 
reporter and magazine writer, who 
frequently profiled politicians and 
says he is happily retired from that 
particular task. At least he was until 
he agreed to profile David Simas, 
director of the White House 
Office of Political Strategy and 
Outreach (page 44). 
Harry Campbell
ILLUSTRATOR Harry Campbell is a 
renowned illustrator working out 
of Maryland. His work appears 
in most well-known publications, 
among them the New York Times, 
Time, and the Wall Street Journal. 
His challenge for illustrating “May 
It Please the Court” (page 30) was 
to convey how BC Law students 
are increasingly combining 
classroom learning with practical 
experience to attain a more well-
rounded legal education.
Dana Smith
PHOTOGRAPHER Boston-based 
shooter Dana Smith is a widely 
published magazine photographer 
here and abroad. His photos appear 
in publications such as MIT Tech-
nology Review, Time, Bloomberg/
BusinessWeek, Nature Science Jour-
nal, Boston, and Yankee. He is an 
instructor at New England School 
of Photography in Boston. Dana 
was affiliated with Black Star for 
fifteen years and is now represented 
by Aurora / Novus Select.
Endless Detention
While reading Jeri Zeder’s profile of 
Michael Mone Jr.’s work representing Mr. 
Ali Hussein Al Shabban and Mr. Oybek 
Jabbarov [“The Shame of Guantánamo,” 
Fall/Winter 2013], I was reminded of a 
question I heard more than a year ago. Last 
April, after prisoners at Guantánamo Bay 
went on hunger strikes in protest of their 
indefinite detention, President Obama 
renewed his pledge to close the prison, ask-
ing, “All of us should reflect on why exactly 
are we doing this? Why are we doing this?”
I am grateful for Mr. Mone’s work  
in securing Mr. Jabbarov’s release to Ire-
land, but I can’t help but wonder how many 
more days or years we have to ask ourselves 
that question before Congress finally 
agrees to shut down what Amnesty Inter-
national has called a “travesty of justice.”
Steven Chen ’13
Jamaica Plain, MA
A Clinical Milestone
I read with interest of the recon-
figuration of the Law School’s clinical 
programs, creating an on-campus “law 
firm” [Fall/Winter 2013]. I was among 
the first students to work at the BC Legal 
Assistance Bureau in Waltham. At the 
time, the program was an extracurricu-
lar activity. In very few years, clinical 
programs became integrated into the 
school’s for-credit work. Clinical faculty 
became tenure-tracked. Clinical pro-
grams proliferated. 
The integration of the diverse 
programs is a very exciting next step in 
the evolution of clinical education. It 
provides new opportunities for both the 
education of the students and service 
to a broad range of clients. Further, the 
presence of clients on the campus will 
serve as a reminder to the entire Law 
School community that the practice of 
law is fundamentally about providing 
service to clients and access to justice.
Meg Connolly ’70
Boston
Colleagues in Arms
Before I put my uniform back on and 
went off to combat training last fall, I 
became aware of the BC Law Magazine 
article on Tim McLaughlin [“His Horse 
Was Named Death...” Spring/Summer 
2013]. I was impressed with the sacri-
fices that he had to make. Tim and I are 
both graduates of BC Law, Tim in 2009,  
I in 2004. Tim went to Iraq before at-
tending law school. I went afterward, in 
large part because I was inspired while 
at BC Law School to serve. 
I am not alone. Since 9/11 our law 
school has sent a significant number 
of graduates into the military. In fact, 
when I checked in for training at the 
Naval Justice School (where they teach 
military law for the Navy JAG corps), my 
class had more BCLS graduates than any 
other law school in the country. 
As I write this, I’m in Afghanistan 
serving as an officer in the Navy in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
The point I want to make is that BC Law 
School has contributed greatly to our 
military in the recent past. Many of us 
were actually motivated to serve because 
we attended BCLS. I hope that fact was—
or will be—shared as well.
Lieutenant-Commander 
Elliot Oxman ’04
Afghanistan
We’d like to hear from you. Send your letters to   
BC Law Magazine, 885 Centre St., Newton, MA 
02459-1163, or email to vicki.sanders@bc.edu. Please 
include your address and a daytime phone number.

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 Fifty years ago this summer Congress passed the Civil Rights Act,  
a sweeping piece of legislation that has redefined American society. 
Given our current era of a barely functioning Congress, it is hard to 
imagine how the law managed to be enacted. Certainly, the nation 
was no less culturally divided; indeed, probably more so then than 
now. By comparison, the issues at stake in the Affordable Care Act, 
our current source of legislative gamesmanship, seem rather tame. 
Nevertheless, something was present in the American character 
at the time that allowed a broad cross-section of society to see the 
need for a complete reordering of the way Americans lived.   
It is worth remembering and recognizing the leadership President 
Johnson and many members of Congress exercised in passing the 
Civil Rights Act in the face of strong opposition from many of their 
constituents. These were not politicians focused on the next election; 
these were leaders trying to do what was right for the country. 
Throughout American history, the law has been an 
agent of change. Sometimes it has led a hesitant culture, 
as in the case of racial desegregation, and other times it 
has confirmed a change that the culture has broadly em-
braced, as we now are seeing with same-sex marriage. 
In the case of racial segregation, the choice to build a 
nation while preserving a controversial system of race-
based chattel slavery created some remarkable compro-
mises and Faustian bargains around the meaning of core 
principles in the Constitution. The carnage and human 
devastation of the Civil War rid the nation of slavery, but 
the perceived inferiority of people of African descent 
remained a deeply ingrained part of the American con-
sciousness and has proved to be something much more 
difficult to eradicate. The Civil Rights Act followed close 
to a century of de jure and de facto racial segregation in 
American society based on the physical perception or 
actual knowledge of some traceable African ancestry. 
Vestiges of that apartheid-like system continue to haunt 
American life today, but the changes wrought since the 
passage of the Civil Rights Act have been extraordinary.
In a response to a question about diversity at an ad-
mitted students event at BC Law this past spring, one of 
my faculty colleagues remarked that although there was 
more work to be done, it was worth noting that BC Law 
was a school led by an African American dean, in a city 
(Newton) with an African American mayor, in a state 
with an African American governor, in a nation with an 
African American president. All of this would have been 
impossible fifty years ago, and hard to imagine for many 
years thereafter. 
The transformation of the United States in the wake 
of the Civil Rights Act has been sweeping and meaning-
ful, not only for African Americans, but for the many 
groups who existed on the periphery of American society 
for most of the nation’s history. So, let’s ignore the cur-
rent media fixation with the boorish behavior of the 
owner of a basketball team or the ravings of a Nevada 
cattle rancher and celebrate the courage and vision of 
the men and women of the Civil Rights movement who, 
despite much personal risk to themselves, had enough 
faith in this nation and its people to challenge their fel-
low citizens to embrace dignified participation in the life 
of the community for all of us. 
 It Takes Courage
The Civil Rights movement pushes aside current boorishness to remind us  
of society’s better self. BY DEAN VINCENT ROUGEAU
“The transformation of the United States in the wake of the Civil Rights 
Act, passed fifty years ago this summer, has been sweeping and meaningful.
—Dean Vincent Rougeau
”
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 In Brief
 DOCKET
To launch its new dis-
cussion series, “Con-
versations@BCLaw,” 
which features alumni leaders in 
politics interviewed by Professor 
Kent Greenfield, the Law School 
invited eleven-term Congressman 
Robert C. “Bobby” Scott ’73 to be 
the inaugural guest. 
The wide-ranging discussion 
on April 15 touched on everything 
from Congressman Scott’s Law 
School years under what he called 
the “inspirational leadership” of 
Dean Robert Drinan —“he showed 
what you should use the law for,” 
Scott said—to his fifteen years in 
the Virginia General Assembly to 
his humorously vehement denial 
of interest in being a US Supreme 
Court judge. 
“Do you think you’d enjoy 
that?’ Greenfield asked.
“No. No.” Rep. Scott laughed. 
“It’s like writing a term paper ev-
ery week. It would drive me crazy!”
On a more serious note, Rep. 
Scott took issue with campaign 
finance laws that enable corpora-
tions and wealthy individuals to 
control elections, and he ex-
pressed surprise and disappoint-
ment that “little bodies riddled 
with assault weapon bullets” at the 
Sandy Hook Elementary School 
in 2012 didn’t become a turning 
point for gun control reform. He 
noted, however, that Obamacare, 
by providing mental health parity, 
may at least strengthen gun vio-
lence prevention efforts. 
Another law, the Youth Prom-
ise Act, which Scott championed, 
aims to reduce violence not by 
waiting for young people to drop 
out of school, get into trouble, 
and end up in prison, but rather 
by taking “a comprehensive, 
evidence-based, locally tailored 
approach to get kids on the right 
track and keep them on the right 
track so they don’t get into trouble 
in the first place,” Rep. Scott said.
Among other matters touched 
upon were gay rights (Rep. Scott 
was an early advocate), the Af-
fordable Care Act (he supports 
it but feels that “the defense 
of Obamacare has been totally 
incompetent”), and political 
discourse. Rep. Scott says it has 
suffered in Washington, DC, from 
the loss of newspapers whose 
explanatory journalism deepened 
peoples’ understanding of issues.
Each Conversations@BCLaw is 
being streamed live on the web, 
and future audiences are welcome 
to join the conversation on Twitter 
using the hashtag #atbclaw and 
Twitter handle @kentgreenfield1.
 Conversations@BCLaw  
 Provokes Political Discussion
Rep. Bobby Scott is first guest in new discussion series.
YOUNG  
ACHIEVERS
All Haile the Prizewinner Andrew 
Haile ’15 heads to Germany and 
Poland this summer as a recipient 
of the Fellowships at Auschwitz for 
the Study of Professional Ethics. 
He is one of forty-eight graduate 
students selected for the program 
(and the second from BC Law in 
two years), which uses the history of 
the Holocaust as a lens to explore 
contemporary ethical issues. Haile 
also published “Din v. Kerry: A 
Missed Opportunity to Challenge 
the Doctrine of Consular Non-Re-
viewability” in Bender’s Immigration 
Bulletin in March.
He Speaks Their Language 
Michael Shannon ’14, who is fluent 
in Spanish, French, and Pulaar, is on 
his way to New York City for an Im-
migrant Justice Corps Fellowship. 
At law school, he has represented 
asylum seekers through the Federal 
Appeals Clinic.
The Wright Way Alyce Gowdy 
Wright ’15 is this year’s recipient of 
the Massachusetts Black Lawyers 
Association’s (MBLA) Honorable 
Reginald Lindsay Public Service Law 
Book Award. The award supports 
law students of color who, like Judge 
Lindsay, have overcome adversity 
and are pursing legal public service 
careers.
International Glory Samantha 
Miko ’13, an associate with K&L 
Gates, has won the prestigious 
Deak Award for her student note, 
“Norm Conflict, Fragmentation, 
and the European Court of Human 
Rights,” in the BC Law Review. 
The Deak Award is provided by 
Oxford University Press for the best 
international law student article in a 
student-edited law journal. 
Celebrating Diversity Precious 
Eboigbe ’15 has been awarded a 
scholarship from the Latham & 
Watkins Diversity Scholars Program, 
which is designed to increase the 
number of diverse law students 
studying at ABA-accredited law 
schools who want to pursue a career 
at a global law firm and intend to 
practice law in the United States.
To view the interview, go to
bc.edu/lawmagvideos.
Nancy Gertner Judge 
Nancy Gertner, formerly of the 
US District Court of the District 
of Massachusetts and currently a 
professor of practice at Harvard 
Law School, was on campus in 
March. She spoke to faculty of 
the challenges and pressures that 
judges are under in making deci-
sions and later had tea with a group 
from the Women’s Law Center, at 
which she talked about her book, In 
Defense of Women: Memoirs of an 
Unrepentant Advocate.
Summer 2014 BC LAW MAGAZINE  7
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AROUND THE ACADEMY
Bidders and Bucks at PILF Auction 
The twenty-sixth annual BC Public 
Interest Law Foundation Auction, 
above, brought together more than 
300 members of the BC Law com-
munity to celebrate the Law School’s 
commitment to public interest law 
and to honor a graduate who has 
made an important contribution to 
the field of public interest law. The 
March auction, which raised $40,000, 
honored Gary Buseck ’80, legal direc-
tor for Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 
Defenders. Some 400 items, among 
them New England vacations, sports 
tickets, and restaurant certificates, 
were available through silent bid-
ding and a live auction. Proceeds 
fund summer stipends for students 
engaged in unpaid, public sector legal 
summer internships. 
Carmen Ortiz US Attorney for 
Massachusetts Carmen Ortiz 
addressed the Department of 
Justice’s “Smart on Crime” initia-
tive among other topics during a 
speech March 26 at Boston Col-
lege Law School. The Bay State’s 
first Latina US Attorney appeared 
at a forum sponsored by the Latin 
American Law Student Associa-
tion of Boston College. Afterward, 
she took questions from some 
members of the audience.
Jay Wexler Boston University 
Professor Jay Wexler met with 
students in BC Law’s Law & 
Religion Program for a roundtable 
on scholarly writing. Students 
interested in producing legal schol-
arship “benefit immensely from 
interacting directly with scholars 
whose work they have read and 
enjoyed,” says Professor Richard 
Albert. Wexler is currently at work 
on a book about religious practice 
and environmentalism.
Tim Cullen A standing-room-
only crowd welcomed Thomas 
F. “Tim” Cullen Jr., a Jones Day 
partner and practice leader of the 
firm’s Global Disputes Practice, to 
BC Law School in January to de-
liver the BC Law Global Practice 
Forum’s 2014 inaugural lecture. It 
was titled “The Role of Lawyers in 
the Globalization of the Law.” He 
oversees client representation in 
twenty-two offices outside the US.
Francis Bacon BC Law’s collec-
tion of Francis Bacon works was 
the inspiration in February for the 
discussion, “Francis Bacon: How 
a Renaissance Man Affects the 
Study of Everything.” Panelists 
Daniel Coquillette (law), David 
Burgess (biology), Mary Crane 
(English), Paul Davidovits (chem-
istry), Robert Faulkner (political 
science), and Sarah Gwyneth Ross 
(history) explored how Bacon 
still exerts influence within their 
respective disciplines. 
 A Hybrid Model  
 for Global Learning 
Work on UN project gives students  
hands-on treaty experience.
Boston College Law School was one of three 
American universities among nineteen worldwide 
invited to participate this spring in an experiential 
learning project analyzing bilateral investment 
treaties with the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
The UNCTAD initiative, now in its second year, 
sets out to create a comprehensive database of 
International Investment Agreements (IIA) across 
more than 150 variations of IIA provisions. The 
database will help development policymakers un-
derstand trends in IIA drafting over time and will 
contribute to UNCTAD’s ongoing policy analysis 
and recommendations. 
The project builds on UNCTAD’s recently 
launched Investment Policy Framework for 
Sustainable Development (IPFSD), which offers a 
wide range of policy options, supporting IIA policy 
makers in the negotiation of sustainable, develop-
ment-friendly IIAs. 
BC Law’s efforts took the form of an innovative 
two-credit course offered during the spring semes-
ter by Associate Dean for Global Initiatives Frank 
Garcia that directly involved students in the work 
of the UN Committee. 
“Our students learned a great deal about the 
treaty framework that governs international in-
vestment and contributed in a meaningful and real 
way to the ongoing work of UNCTAD,” Garcia said. 
“Two of our students participating in our Lon-
don Program also participated in Kings College’s 
UNCTAD mapping team, making it an interesting 
transnational partnership and shared experiential 
learning effort.”
Students worked closely with peers at other 
partner universities, as each student was assigned 
three different mapping partners from different 
universities over the course of the project. In addi-
tion to the mapping project itself, students com-
pleted a ten- to fifteen-page research paper on some 
aspect of contemporary foreign investment law.
“Our students did the same work from right here 
at the Law School that they would have been doing 
if they were sitting in Geneva, and they were able to 
interact closely with UNCTAD staff,” said Garcia. 
“It’s a very interesting hybrid approach and 
one we will be looking at as a model for other such 
opportunities—those that can be done remotely 
and yet, involve legal work for global institutions or 
NGOs,” Garcia added.
“ Our students learned a great deal about the treaty framework that governs international 
investment and contributed in a meaningful and real way to the ongoing work of UNCTAD.” 
—Professor Frank Garcia
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Political Lessons Julia Lindsey ’15, 
who spent last semester working 
with the Office of Legal Counsel in 
the Massachusetts Governor’s Of-
fice, got a photo op with Governor 
Deval Patrick during her Regulatory 
Practice externship. 
 7  
Where BC Law stands among  
best value law schools, according  
to the US News Short List. 20  
BC Law’s rank among law schools 
that placed the highest percentage 
of new graduates in large law firm 
jobs, according to ABA data pub-
lished by the National Law Journal. 21  
Where BC Law placed in Above the 
Law’s Top 50 Law School Rankings. 25  
Boston College Law Review’s  
place in Washington and Lee  
Law Review’s journal rankings, up 
one spot from 2013. 
 Convention to Protect  
 Deportees Advances
Goal is international standards  
for largely invisible class of people.
Legal scholars, activists, NGO representatives, and 
former government officials gathered at a Boston 
College-sponsored conference in May to continue the 
discussion of a new draft convention on the rights of 
people who are deported or forcibly expelled. 
 The conference was hosted by the BC Center for 
Human Rights and International Justice Post-Depor-
tation Human Rights Project (PDHRP) with support 
from the Clough Center for the Study of Constitu-
tional Democracy.
The draft was developed by Professor Daniel 
Kanstroom, associate director of the Center for Hu-
man Rights and International Justice, and PDHRP 
supervising attorney Jessica Chicco to define basic 
procedural and substantive rights for deported per-
sons, many of whom have no legal recourse and face 
the prospect of severe human rights violations. 
Conference participants—who included faculty 
from BC, Harvard, Oxford, King’s College London, 
Northwestern, and other institutions, as well as 
representatives from such organizations as Human 
Rights Watch, the National Immigration Center, 
and the Center for Migration Studies—offered 
assessments and recommendations for the draft 
convention, and discussed moral, political, and le-
gal bases for deported or expelled persons to claim 
enforceable rights.
“The most basic purpose of this draft conven-
tion is analogous to the creation of the idea of a 
‘refugee’ in the 20th century,” said Kanstroom after 
the conference. “Our contention—based on years 
of representing people facing deportation and after 
they have been deported—is that we are living in 
the midst of a massive, harsh, global social experi-
ment with deportation that is unprecedented in its 
scope and its severity. “The deported should be seen 
as a cognizable legal class of people with specific, 
enforceable rights claims.” 
Organizers said that, in addition to further itera-
tions of the draft convention, planned follow-ups to 
the convention include model bi-lateral treaties, a 
Wikipedia site, and a book project.
The Retired Life Two much-admired 
BC Law librarians are shelving their last 
books and retiring this summer. Between 
them, Michèle Latimer, access services 
supervisor, and Mark Sullivan, legal infor-
mation librarian and lecturer in law, served 
the Law School for sixty-one years.
Celebrating Black History Month 
In February, the Black Law Students 
Association hosted its Black History 
Month celebration, “50 Years of Voting 
Rights: The Legacy and Future Impact 
of the Boston Legal Community upon 
Civil Engagement and Equality,” featur-
ing a conversation about civil rights and 
voting rights in Boston with Boston City 
Councilor Tito Jackson. The event was 
co-sponsored by the Massachusetts 
Black Lawyers Association and supported 
by the Nutter Speaker Series for Diver-
sity and Inclusion.
New Arrivals to Rare Book Room  
The Daniel R. Coquillette Rare Book 
Room launched an exhibit this spring 
featuring documents that came directly 
out of legal practice in the Colonies and 
early America. Included among the new 
acquisitions are a 1746 Hatfield, Mas-
sachusetts, complaint against Medad 
Negro, a man identified as a black 
manservant, for burning down a barn; 
a recognizance for a fourteen-year-old 
boy accused of murdering an American 
Indian woman; and an 1819 letter from 
Joseph Story asserting the need for new 
bankruptcy legislation. The exhibit is on 
display through mid-August.
BULLETIN BOARD
 DOCKET
BY THE NUMBERS
BC LAW REMAINS  
AMONG THE NATION’S  
TOP LAW SCHOOLS. 
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 Slant
Believe it or not, Bernie Madoff ’s 
phony monthly trading reports 
listed trades on days the market was 
closed, or at prices that were far off the mar-
ket, or in volumes that simply never existed. 
Yet Madoff ’s scam continued for thirty-six 
years, from 1972 until 2008, as the Securities 
and Exchange Commission was incapable of 
discovering the truth, and Madoff ’s clients 
never read their phoney monthly statements, 
since through bull and bear markets Madoff 
always turned in profits that were not real. 
And shocking as it may seem, the SEC knew 
that Robert Allen Stanford was a fraud early 
on in 1998, but chose not to prosecute as the 
securities he sold were short term notes of  
a foreign bank supposedly yielding 12 per-
cent and were not shares of stock. Imagine  
the stupidity of that pusillanimous decision. 
What a bunch of wimps!
Such were the most shocking revelations 
at a Boston College Law School Conference, 
“The Legacy of Mr. Ponzi: The Madoff and 
Stanford Cases,” that the American College of 
Bankruptcy organized in March, at which I was 
a speaker on the Madoff crimes. I emphasized 
the lackadaisical performance by the SEC as 
the key absurdity of allowing these crimes to 
damage so many naive investors who wanted 
to believe against all past investment history 
that Madoff ’s year-in, year-out returns of 9 to 
10 percent and Stanford’s offer of a 12 percent 
coupon on his bank’s notes could somehow be 
a rational expectation by small investors en-
trusting these two con men with most of their 
valuable savings. By comparison, Mr. Ponzi was 
put out of business in a very short time long 
before there was even an SEC. So much for the 
securities regulatory process where scams are 
concerned. It is a travesty of justice.
Clearly, the SEC should have had the smarts 
and the will to put Madoff and Stanford out of 
business before they were able to do so much 
harm. The fact that the SEC was inadequate to 
the challenge should give legislators the motiva-
tion to order a review of the agency’s leadership, 
manpower, and its statutory powers. It appears 
that the political connections of Madoff and the 
political contributions by Stanford may well 
have dulled or dented the investigations into 
their chicanery and kept the cops off the beat. 
Especially, as in the case of Madoff, the recent 
conviction of five employees together with the 
conviction of Madoff’s brother and other high-
level employees reveals clearly the conspiracy 
pretty well included between fifteen and twenty 
people. Stanford’s behavior involved an offshore 
bank in the Caribbean and so must not have 
been seen as so crucial to the SEC. Its ability to 
make securities criminal cases is far overshad-
owed by the Justice Department.
After six years of progress, Irving H. Picard, 
the trustee for the liquidation of Bernard L. 
Madoff Investments Securities, has been able 
to pay the innocent Madoff investors back 
56 percent of the money they lost. With any 
luck, in another 155 claims for $6 billion more 
payments, Picard is hopeful of returning 100 
percent to those legitimate Madoff losers. “My 
goal is 100 percent,” he said before the crowd 
of more than 100 students and bankruptcy 
experts at BC Law. He has spent $980 million 
in legal and administrative fees to collect $9.8 
billion so far. By comparison, the Stanford fun-
draising is only about $240 million, while the 
costs have been $120 million or 50 percent of 
receipts. Picard revealed for the first time that 
fabricated backdated trades for Madoff ’s sons 
(one committed suicide) in Apple common 
shares that threw off paper profits of $6.5 mil-
lion suggests that they “should have known” 
the enterprise was a scam.
Robert Lenzner is National Editor of Forbes 
Magazine. This article was reprinted with permis-
sion of Forbes.com, where the story first appeared.
 A Travesty of Justice
Madoff and Stanford’s misdeeds are focus of BC Law bankruptcy conference. 
BY ROBERT LENZNER
“It appears that the political connections of Bernie Madoff and 
the political contributions by Robert Allen Stanford may well have dulled or dented 
the investigations into their chicanery and kept the cops off the beat.”
To view the bankruptcy conference,  
go to bc.edu/lawmagvideos.
 The Making  
 of a Networker
Jason Triplett ’14 demonstrates  
the power of personality.  
INTERVIEW BY VICKI SANDERS AND ANDREW CLARK
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Leadership comes out of a sense of duty about giving 
back. I have been so blessed with so many opportuni-
ties in life, so many doors have opened. I came from 
humble beginnings. 
When I was young, my dad told me, “Don’t waste time 
going to college because you’re going to work at the plant 
with me.” But it was entirely too hot in south Louisiana 
to work outside, especially in long sleeves. I knew I  had 
to do something else. I never dreamed I would go to law 
school. I was surprised I even made it to undergrad.
A week after college graduation, I bought a one-way 
ticket to New York City. I had never left the state before. 
I packed two bags, got on the plane, found my apartment, 
and immediately started looking for jobs. I got one as a 
singing waiter in Times Square. But I wanted to take over 
the world, to be an ad executive, run somebody’s com-
pany. Two bags packed in New York with no contacts.  
It was just crazy. After a month, I decided to go home.
I was a corporate trainer working in Atlanta when the 
recession hit. That’s when my understanding of the 
importance of networking came into play. I worked for 
three companies in two years that went out of busi-
ness, and each time, because of my network, there was 
another company ready to snatch me up.
In project management at PriceWaterhouseCoopers, 
there was a crisis every day. You learn that if you focus 
on the problem, nothing gets done. You have to focus 
on the solution. It was a great learning experience and 
translated into really good skills as LSA president later 
in law school.
I helped establish a 1L boot camp to teach first-years 
the art of networking. It’s been the highlight of my law 
school career.
I love being a lawyer because I love being part of a pro-
fession. When I go to events and am in a room full of my 
colleagues who are doing amazing things, and I think 
of all people who’ve gone before me, I really feel part of 
something bigger.
Networking is all that’s important to me. Networking. 
Networking. Networking. It’s not about what you know, 
but who you know. Particularly with law. On my grave-
stone, it will say: “Networking. Networking. Networking.”
Photograph by ADAM DETOUR
STUDENT 
SNAPSHOT
Provenance Started out in a 
trailer park outside Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. His mother passed 
when he was six and his dad, 
when he was nineteen. “It took 
a great, great village of relatives 
and neighbors” to raise me. 
Learning First in his family to 
go to college. Earned marketing 
degree from Southern Louisiana 
University, 2002. Pre-Law 
Worked for eight years in sales 
and in career development 
and training for a mortgage 
company, a medical supply firm, 
and PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
among others. At BC Law 
As LAMBDA co-chair, turned 
vandalism of the student office 
into a community-wide rally in 
support of LGBT colleagues. 
Also, LSA President. Next Asso-
ciate at Proskauer Rose, Boston, 
in private investment funds. 
No Place Like Home “I keep 
a bottle of Tony Chachere’s at 
home. It’s a local Creole season-
ing I cook with.”
“ It’s not about what you know, but 
who you know. Particularly with law.”
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 In the Field
 DOCKET
The 
Accidental 
Techy
POCKET RÉSUMÉ
Andy Miller ’93 Leader in creating high-tech start-ups. Specialty Being ahead of the competition in developing ideas to capitalize on mobile space innovations. 
Location Palo Alto, California. Passion He’s a sports “nut” who owns part of the Modesto Nuts baseball team and the Sacramento Kings.
When Steve Jobs, the legendary founder of Apple Computer, 
called Andy Miller ’93 a “complicated man,” there was no ques-
tion in Miller’s mind that it was not a compliment. It was 2009, 
and Miller had just sold his latest start-up tech company, Quattro Wire-
less, to Apple for $275 million. “Steve’s whole life was based on simplify-
ing everything,” says Miller. “He wanted me to simplify my way of build-
ing businesses, to be more intuitive, to simplify the user experience.” 
Clearly, Jobs thought Miller was up to the task. Having swallowed 
up Quattro, one of the first mobile advertising companies, which Miller 
had headed as CEO and founded with a handful of friends, Jobs offered 
Miller a top spot with Apple: vice president of mobile advertising. “I 
was the only VP who reported to Steve,” recalls Miller. “It was exciting 
and terrifying at the same time.” 
But big challenges have always 
appealed to Miller. Straight out 
of law school, he went to work 
as an associate with the law firm 
Bingham Dana and then moved on 
to another firm in Worcester. He 
was on a traditional law practice 
path when a client inspired him to 
switch gears. “I was working with 
a client in the apparel industry 
and I got the entrepreneur bug 
How Andy Miller veered off 
the traditional law career path 
and never looked back. 
BY MAURA KING SCULLY
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from him,” says Miller, who left 
the law to join a small apparel 
company. “I went over to do legal 
HR but the CEO said, ‘You’re a 
smart guy, so I’ll have you work 
with every group in the company 
so you can learn the business.’” 
“That was my MBA,” says 
Miller, who went on to serve the 
company as COO. But, then, that 
“entrepreneurial bug” bit again. 
“In 2000, capital was plentiful so 
some friends and I raised a bunch 
of money, even though we had 
no real experience, and founded 
WatchPoint Media. That was my 
way of getting into tech.”
WatchPoint, one of the first 
companies to develop interactive 
television software, was a run-
away hit; Miller and his partners 
sold the company in 2003. 
Up next was m-Qube, a 
mobile channel enabler that 
develops, delivers, and bills for 
mobile content and applications. 
“We became the first company 
in North America to intercon-
nect phone carriers with short 
codes to do mobile marketing on 
phones,” he notes. “Business took 
off, and we sold to Verifone in 
2006 for $250 million.”
And from there, it was on to 
Quattro, Apple, and most recently 
a stint as president and COO of 
Leap Motion, a motion control 
software and hardware company.
These days, Miller is focused 
on his part-ownership of the 
Sacramento Kings and spending 
time with his wife and two sons. 
“I’m looking to experiment with 
new tech ideas to enhance the 
fan experience,” he says. “And I’m 
looking to start another company. 
I’m the accidental techy. I didn’t 
see it coming when I was in law 
school, but I am passionate about 
the mobile space.”
Sharon Ryan ’85 It’s well known that men continue to domi-
nate corporate boardrooms, but a growing number of women 
are being tapped as general counsel in Fortune 500 compa-
nies, and among those movers and shakers is Sharon Ryan ’85, 
senior vice president, general counsel, and corporate secretary 
for International Paper. Ryan, who joined the $30 billion global 
company twenty-six years ago, has risen through the ranks, 
working in practice areas that range from real estate law to 
mergers and acquisitions to ethics to corporate governance.
“International Paper is in an industry that has histori-
cally been dominated by 
males, but that is chang-
ing.” says Ryan. “Our 
recruitment efforts, in 
engineering, operations 
and, of course, the legal 
department, demonstrate 
the company’s continuing 
commitment to employing and promoting women and minori-
ties. We truly believe that our business succeeds because we 
embrace diversity and inclusion at every level of the company.” 
Ryan points to her own diversity of experiences on her path 
to the top spot as general counsel. “I’ve felt like I was changing 
jobs or companies throughout my career because I’ve had the 
opportunity to take on many types of jobs with a variety of our 
subsidiaries and departments all over the world,” she explains.
Though her responsibilities are many, Ryan views 
managing the 160 employees in her department, including 
eighty-five lawyers, as the toughest challenge she has faced. 
“Managing people is about making sure you put the right 
people in the right jobs and that you’re bold enough to make 
changes,” she says.
Since Ryan was elected to her current position by the board 
of directors, she has learned that proving oneself is the key. 
“International Paper doesn’t care if you’re a man or a woman,” 
she says. “You just had better get the work done.” —MKS
1 2 3 4 5 6
One Company, Many Roles
1. Mohamed Ali ’11
Social Innovation Founder 
of the Iftiin Foundation, 
which promotes entre-
preneurship as the key 
driver of development in 
conflict-affected coun- 
tries, including his native 
Somalia. Challenges 
Youth in developing coun-
tries are often trapped 
in a cycle of poverty and 
violence. Inspiration The 
success of linking youth 
with investors and  
training, because small 
investments can generate 
large human dividends.  
Advice “Forge your own 
path and be creative when 
it comes to your career.” 
Check out his TED talk at  
www.ted.com/talks/browse.
2. Andrew Kang ’97
Career The founder of Bos-
ton Professionals Counsel-
ing LLC was practicing law 
when he decided he needed 
a change, “a big one,” so 
he became a therapist. 
Lessons “At BC’s Gradu-
ate School of Social Work, 
and in my own therapy, I 
learned the importance of 
understanding the self in 
its many manifestations.” 
Practice Kang special-
izes in helping lawyers 
and other professionals 
achieve balance in their 
lives. Advice “I always 
advise asking the hard 
questions like, ‘What do I 
really want?’ We are natu-
rally good at denial and 
avoidance, so the work is 
in getting to that honesty. 
Once you do, things tend to 
clarify fairly quickly.”
3. Martine Arbuthnott ’08
Transition Arbuthnott 
just started a new job as a 
compliance and ethics of-
ficer with National Oilwell 
Varco in Houston after 
three years as a Foreign 
Service contracting officer. 
Inspiration A commitment 
to the principles of cor-
porate citizenship, strong 
ethics, and a sense of civic 
accountability. Advice Be 
proactive, flexible, patient, 
and welcoming to new 
challenges. Lessons A tar-
geted job search in an area 
you love will always yield 
better results than simply 
applying for everything 
under the sun.
4. Adam Gurwitz ’92
Location Gurwitz lives in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, where 
he is head of international 
business development for 
the investment firm Equi-
tas Investimentos. Career 
From Thacher Proffitt & 
Wood to banking to invest-
ments and hedge funds. 
Lessons Practicing law is 
transferable to other fields. 
“My legal skills helped me 
to transition to a business 
development role.” Advice 
“Always ask, ‘What is 
possible in this situation?’ 
Things do not always go 
smoothly or as anticipated, 
but with a positive atti-
tude, many great outcomes 
are possible.”
5. Dylan Hayre ’11
Specialty A solo practi-
tioner in Natick, Hayre 
founded Lawyer for 
Soldiers to help veterans 
who were “too wealthy” 
for legal services and too 
poor to afford market-rate 
lawyers. Practice It runs 
the gamut. “No two stories 
are the same, and no two 
cases are the same.” Inspi-
ration Some regret about 
not joining the military 
and admiration for those 
in the service. Advice Find 
mentors. “You cannot be 
afraid to ask questions. 
Graduating from law 
school is the start of a long 
learning process, not the 
end of one.”
6. Therese Pritchard ’78
Career The chair-elect 
of Bryan Cave will be 
the first woman to lead 
the global law firm come 
October 1. Practice Based 
in Washington, DC, she 
advises boards of public 
companies on significant 
regulatory problems. 
Goals Deepening client 
relationships and attract-
ing a diverse pool of talent. 
Advice “It’s a tough market 
out there for recent law 
school graduates, but 
markets do turn around. 
Keep the faith. If you want 
to practice law, it’s still 
possible to have a long and 
exciting career.” —MKS
 Love’s Labors
Six alumni who followed their passion.
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 Brainstorm
DOCKET
Q+A
WITH
Professor  
Cathleen Kaveny
AND DEAN  
VINCENT ROUGEAU
“I think the Catholic tradition can help highlight the mutual relationship 
between the individual good and the common good. No one is an island. 
—PROFESSOR CATHLEEN KAVENY
” ABRIDGED AND EDITED  
BY GLENDA BUELL
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Dean Vincent Rougeau recently sat down with Darald and Juliet Libby Professor Cathleen Kaveny to discuss issues 
involving law, religion, and morality in a democracy that embraces diversity. Kaveny, a noted legal scholar and moral 
theologian, is author of Law’s Virtues: Fostering Autonomy and Solidarity in American Society. She recently joined the 
BC faculty and is the first person to hold a joint appointment at the Law School and the School of Theology.
 Law as  
 Moral  
 Teacher
Professor Kaveny’s new book 
imagines a land that values both 
autonomy and solidarity.
CK: As a scholar, I have always 
been interested in the intersection 
of law, morality, and religion. So 
I’m very concerned with the set of 
values that animate our pluralist 
liberal democracy and trying to 
bring the wisdom of the Roman 
Catholic tradition to the discus-
sions about some of the questions 
we face. One question is whether 
law can function as a teacher, or 
do we have to have a value neutral 
liberalism that takes no stand on 
key moral issues? 
Looking at statutory law and 
case law, I saw that there is room 
for moral teaching in the function 
of law. Americans are most proud 
of the statutes that inculcate a 
vision of how we should live our 
lives together, respecting each 
other’s equal dignity, and our right 
and duty to live a life that express-
es our values. I saw this in the 
Civil Rights Act, the Family and 
Medical Leave Act, as well as the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.
VR: How do we deal with plural-
ism? I think that’s really where 
there’s so much contention right 
now in the public sphere. There 
are many different ways of think-
ing about what religion teaches us 
to do. I don’t want to say people are 
rejecting religion, but [they may 
be] rejecting organized religion as 
a way of centering their lives. How 
do we create an environment in 
which we can have a conversation 
about the ways religion informs 
what we think about the law and 
why that’s really important in this 
context of pluralism?
CK: One way of approaching this 
is by recognizing that I’m in a 
community where other people 
don’t think about these things like 
I do. They’re good people. We’re 
all trying to contribute to the com-
mon well-being. So I try to think 
of what do I owe you? How can I 
put myself in your shoes with your 
views and really see how things 
look from your point of view? The 
Golden Rule, at least in terms of 
thinking about an ideological or 
religious framework, goes a long 
way. If I were in your shoes and a 
member of a religious minority or 
somebody who was not religious, 
what would I want? I think trying 
to encourage that kind of empa-
thetic concern for other people in 
our community is a good way to go. 
The other thing, and I guess I 
learned this from the common law, 
is that maybe we’re better off if we 
don’t start with the great big foun-
dational questions: Who created 
the cosmos? What’s the order of the 
universe? We can often find more 
agreement on matters on the local 
level and then build out from there. 
How can we think about dealing 
with the range of religions in our 
schools? How can we make sure 
everybody feels included? How can 
we make sure that nobody feels 
disenfranchised when they look at 
the array of holiday decorations?
Law has to take into account 
where people are. It can always 
point to something beyond that, 
it can say we can move forward, 
but I always think of it almost 
like physical exercise. You don’t 
go from being a couch potato to 
being a marathoner in two weeks; 
otherwise you’re going to end up 
[stranded] on Heartbreak Hill.
VR: There’s something I struggle 
with when listening to our politi-
cal rhetoric. We the voters create 
the government by voting for 
it; we make a choice. Yet there’s 
strong rhetoric in the politi-
cal dialogue today that refers to 
government as the “Other”—this 
thing that threatens to take us 
over—when we are the people 
who enable it. There seems to be 
a real disconnect in American 
public discourse around the no-
tion of a participatory democracy 
that creates a government for 
the governed, but then [views] 
the government as an entity that 
somehow has power over us.
CK: That’s exactly right, that 
tension is really there. There is a 
strong libertarian strand in the 
country that says the best govern-
ment is the smallest government; 
if you can get rid of the govern-
ment, that’s pretty good. There’s 
another strand that says we really 
need to have an ordered commu-
nity and people need to serve it by 
participating in public life. Espe-
cially as the community gets more 
pluralistic, we need to work on 
strengthening the second strand 
so that people see themselves as 
connected to the government, as 
responsible to it and who hold it 
responsible, not simply every four 
years in terms of who they vote for 
president, but also who they vote 
for on the local level. 
I think the Catholic tradition 
can help highlight the mutual re-
lationship between the individual 
good and the common good. No 
one is an island. We work together 
for fulfilling ourselves and fulfill-
ing ourselves in service to others.
To watch the full interview with Dean 
Rougeau and Provessor Kaveny, go to 
bc.edu/lawmagvideos.
Photograph by CHRISTOPHER SOLDT, MTS, BC
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Justice Margot Bots-
ford, Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial 
Court. Prior to being 
appointed to the Mas-
sachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court in 2007, 
Justice Botsford served 
as an Assistant Attor-
ney General and an As-
sistant District Attorney 
in Middlesex County. 
She also practiced law 
at Hill & Barlow and at 
Rosenfeld, Botsford & 
Krokidas, and was an 
Associate Justice of 
the Superior Court for 
eighteen years. 
Lisa Grant ’96, Com-
mittee for Public 
Counsel Services 
(CPCS). Grant has 
been with CPCS since 
1997 and is currently 
the Managing Director 
of the Southeast region 
of the Public Defender 
Division, responsible 
for eight trial offices 
in Norfolk, Plymouth, 
Bristol, and Barn-
stable counties. She is 
a member of the Mas-
sachusetts Association 
of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers.
Marianne LeBlanc 
’93, Sugarman. A 
trial attorney practicing 
in the area of serious 
personal injury litiga-
tion, LeBlanc joined 
the Boston firm of 
Sugarman in 1993 and 
has been a principal 
of the firm since 1999. 
She is past chair of 
the Women Trial 
Lawyers Caucus of the 
American Association 
for Justice and of the 
Civil Litigation Section 
of the Massachusetts 
Bar Association.
Adrienne Lynch ’80, 
Middlesex District 
Attorney’s Office. 
A prosecutor in the 
Middlesex District 
Attorney’s Office for 
over 25 years, Lynch 
is currently the Chief 
of the Homicide Unit 
and was previously 
division chief for the 
Cambridge region, 
supervising a Superior 
Court trial team and 
prosecuting homicides 
and other serious 
felonies. 
Tracy Miner ’85, 
Mintz Levin. A crimi-
nal defense attorney 
with the Boston firm 
of Mintz Levin, Miner 
specializes in white 
collar defense. She 
has litigated matters 
before the Office 
of the US Attorney, 
Department of the At-
torney General, Bureau 
of Prisons, Department 
of Justice, and several 
other state and federal 
regulatory agencies. 
She represents major 
corporations and high-
profile individuals
Nadine Pellegrini, 
US States Attorney’s 
Office. Assistant 
US Attorney Nadine 
Pellegrini is the former 
Chief of the Major 
Crimes Unit and a 
member of the Antiter-
rorism Unit. She joined 
the US Attorney’s 
Office in 1991, and has 
developed an expertise 
in wildlife protection. 
Formerly, she was the 
Chief of Special Pros-
ecutions for the Mas-
sachusetts Attorney 
General’s Office. 
Marian Ryan ’79, 
Middlesex County 
District Attorney. 
Governor Deval Patrick 
appointed Ryan as 
the Middlesex District 
Attorney in April 2013. 
She is responsible for 
the prosecution of 
approximately 35,000 
cases a year. She has 
been awarded the 
Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the 
Middlesex County Bar 
Association, and is the 
recipient of the BC Law 
David Nelson Public 
Service Award. 
THE GUEST PANELISTS
Women in the BC Law School 
Class of 2014 have had tre-
mendous success in advocacy 
competitions. Throughout the course of 
participating in inter-school and national 
competitions, though, they have faced some 
recurring critiques. Moot court judges 
have told a number of BC women that they 
are “too passionate,” “overly assertive,” 
and “too aggressive.” Mock trial judges 
have commented with alarming regularity 
that they are “flirting the line with bitchy,” 
“emotional,” “too aggressive,” and “sassy.” 
A student competing in one round in a 
regional moot court competition said she 
was criticized for being “argumentative,” 
“feisty,” and “condescending.” The following 
round she was told that she was “a ringer 
and brilliant.” In her last round she was 
informed that she “didn’t know [her] place.” 
As I listened to my female classmates 
share these stories, their experiences reso-
nated with my own. While advocacy com-
petitions have been a highlight of my time 
at the Law School—and I have grown tre-
mendously because of my participation—I 
too occasionally came across a moot court 
judge who warned me against being overly 
passionate and a mock trial judge who felt I 
was too emotional in my closing argument. 
Sometimes these comments seemed to 
be made out of a genuine desire to help us 
refine our oral advocacy skills; other com-
ments came across as condescending and 
belittling. One of my classmates said of her 
experience of receiving gendered critiques: 
“My teammates and coach were, thankfully, 
supportive. They felt like the criticisms I 
received were unnecessarily harsh and sex-
ist. I was thankful that I had my teammates 
 How Zealous 
 Is Too   
 Zealous? 
Panel ponders gendered  
critiques of female advocates.  
BY JESSICA FRATTAROLI ’14
A student competing in one round in a regional moot court competition said she was criticized 
for being “argumentative,” “feisty,” and “condescending.” The following round she was told that she was 
“a ringer and brilliant.” In her last round she was informed that she “didn’t know [her] place.”
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Jasmin Ali ’14 
was the 2013-2014 
editor of the Uniform 
Commercial Code 
Reporter-Digest 
Journal and president 
of the American 
Constitution Society. 
She received the Best 
Oralist Award in the 
2013 BC Law Moot 
Court Competition. 
As a summer associ-
ate, she worked at the 
firm Bingham Mc-
Cutchen, State Street 
Bank & Trust, and the 
Middlesex District 
Attorney’s Office.
Jacqueline 
Doherty ’14, along 
with being a Semi-
Finalist at Boston 
College Law School’s 
2013 Grimes Moot 
Court Competition, 
also competed on 
BC Law’s European 
Union Moot Court 
team that finished as 
Regional Finalists in 
Braga, Portugal. As 
a 3L, she worked as a 
judicial intern for the 
Honorable Spencer 
M. Kagan at the 
Middlesex Probate 
and Family Court.
Jessica Frattaroli 
’14 was the 2013 
Grimes Moot Court 
Competition Winner 
and the Best Finals 
Oralist recipient. Her 
team was the 2013 
Mock Trial Runner-
Up, and this year she 
competed on BC 
Law’s National Moot 
Court team that 
finished as National 
Quarter-Finalists. 
She will be clerking 
in the Massachusetts 
Appeals Court for 
the Honorable Judge 
Peter W. Agnes Jr.
THE STUDENT PANELISTS
to support me. Otherwise, this experi-
ence would have destroyed my confi-
dence as an advocate.”
In response to these experiences, 
this past spring a group of women on the 
2013-14 BC National Moot Court teams 
decided to circulate a survey to the men 
and women at the Law School who had 
participated in competitions and ask 
them to share their experiences of gen-
dered critiques. 
One survey comment seemed par-
ticularly representative of our overall 
findings. A classmate replied,  “When I 
participated in the mock trial competi-
tion, both myself and my partner (who 
was male) had aggressive styles. We did 
very well in the competition. Every once 
in a while, I was told that I was flirting 
the line with ‘bitchy’ and that juries 
would not respond well to me. Regardless 
of your opinion or stance on aggressive 
styles in the courtroom, my partner was 
just as aggressive, if not more, and the 
judge always and without exception went 
straight for me and only me with these 
comments. Nobody ever told him that he 
was flirting the line with being a ‘[what-
ever the male equivalent of bitchy is].’” 
Once we had this information, we 
invited seven female practitioners (see 
sidebar) to campus for a roundtable 
discussion entitled “How Zealous Is Too 
Zealous for a Female Advocate?” East 
Wing 200 was overflowing with students 
and alumni who wanted to engage in the 
discussion. The practitioners discussed 
their reactions to the BC Law students’ 
experiences. Some of them had faced 
these same critiques when they com-
peted in Law School competitions. Oth-
ers shared their own experiences with 
gender expectations in practice. 
When asked directly to describe how 
zealous is too zealous, many of the panel-
ists said that the question depended on 
the situation and the court, but that an 
advocate is always too zealous when they 
lose their audience. Despite these fac-
tors, though, the consensus seemed to be 
that there are different expectations for 
women and men when it comes to level 
of force in the courtroom. Given this 
reality, and because we cannot change 
our audience, the panelists offered the 
students in attendance this advice: 1) 
confront the problem through prepara-
tion, 2) develop a thick skin, and 3) come 
up with strategies to succeed despite it. 
At the end of our event, male moot 
court team members volunteered their 
observations. Not only did they notice 
their female teammates facing gen-
dered critiques, but they could recall 
the rounds where they were made, the 
phrases that were used and described 
them as unfair. 
After a constructive and impor-
tant discussion, it is our hope that this 
conversation continues on long after we 
graduate. This event was never meant 
to solve any problems overnight, but in-
stead to bring this issue to the forefront 
of our community’s consciousness. 
After a number of women students 
in advocacy competitions were 
criticized for being too aggressive—
and worse—they organized a panel 
discussion to bring public awareness 
to the issue and to seek the advice of 
women practitioners.
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 Novel Theory   
 Gets Its  
 Day in Court
Kent Greenfield’s research has impact  
in Hershey case. BY VICKI SANDERS
The Idea: Researching the problem of how to 
hold companies accountable for illegal behav-
ior, especially in international contexts where 
the local jurisdiction is unable or unwilling to 
enforce the law, Professor Kent Greenfield found 
a way to reinvigorate the old corporate law 
doctrine of ultra vires. Corporations are char-
tered only for “lawful” purposes, he reasoned, 
and illegality was thus ultra vires—“beyond the 
power”—and subject to shareholder suit.
The Relevance to Legal Practice: One of the 
dirty secrets about chocolate is that much of 
the world’s cocoa production, particularly in 
west Africa, depends on forced child labor. 
Chocolate makers around the world have long 
faced allegations that they know of and benefit 
from widespread human rights violations. Her-
shey, for example, controls 42 percent of the 
US chocolate market, admits that its “major 
sourcing countries” include the Ivory Coast 
and Ghana, and acknowledges that abusive 
child labor practices that violate international 
law are rampant in those countries. (By some 
accounts, as many as 89 percent of children in 
the Ivory Coast are involved in cocoa produc-
tion.) But there is no mechanism to learn 
whether Hershey and other like companies are 
complicit in such abuses, nor is there a mean-
ingful way to hold them accountable if so. 
Greenfield’s ultra vires theory may change 
this. If it does, it will show the importance of 
perseverance and patience when it comes to 
legal scholarship.
Early in Greenfield’s career at Boston 
College, he was involved in a lawsuit against 
Unocal Corporation for alleged human rights 
violations in Burma. Ultimately unsuccess-
ful, the law suit prompted him to do further 
research into the difficulty of holding corpora-
tions accountable for misdeeds overseas, where 
POCKET RÉSUMÉ
Diplomas Brown University, University 
of Chicago. Interests Business law, 
constitutional law, legal theory, corpo-
rate governance. Books The Myth of 
Choice, The Failure of Corporate Law. 
Noteworthy Clerked for Supreme 
Court Justice David H. Souter. The 
Grapevine Has been called “the 
leading figure” and “the most creative 
thinker” in the progressive, stakeholder 
school of corporate law scholarship.
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they are often beyond the reach of US courts.
While teaching a seminar on corporate ac-
countability, Greenfield hit upon his ultra vires 
idea and eventually published it in a prominent 
law journal. (Ultra Vires Lives! A Stakeholder 
Analysis of Corporate Illegality (With Notes on 
How Corporate Law Could Reinforce Interna-
tional Law Norms), 87 VA. L. REV. 1279 (2001).) 
Because corporations are only chartered for 
lawful purposes, illegality—even illegality 
overseas or as defined by international law—
was thus ultra vires and subject to shareholder 
objection and injunctive action. The implication 
was that Delaware corporate law could be used 
to enforce international human rights law by 
way of shareholder suit. 
Greenfield jokes that his proposal “tested the 
legal equivalent of the ‘tree in the forest’ apho-
rism. It made no sound.”
Fast forward a decade. In 2011, the ACS 
national convention included a panel on “Glo-
balization, Corporate Accountability, and the 
Courts” and asked Greenfield to moderate. On 
the horizon for the Supreme Court was Kiobel v 
Royal Dutch Petroleum, which raised the ques-
tion of whether the Alien Tort Statute (ATS)
could be used by victims of corporate abuses 
overseas as a basis of suits in federal court. 
Most court watchers were not optimistic. (And 
they were right; the court limited the use of the 
ATS in its 2013 decision.) Some on the panel 
pondered whether there might be another op-
tion available if the ATS was limited. Greenfield 
explained his ultra vires idea quickly.
One attorney in the audience, Reuben Guttman 
of the Delaware firm Grant and Eisenhofer, but-
tonholed Greenfield afterward and wanted to hear 
more. After additional conversations and research, 
Guttman and his firm took the idea and ran with it. 
On behalf of a Louisiana public pension 
fund, they filed suit against Hershey in late 
2012. The posture of the case is a “books and 
records” suit, which gives shareholders the 
ability to request the books, records, and docu-
ments of the company to investigate whether 
the board has engaged in misconduct. The 
misconduct alleged is that “the Board has 
engaged the Company in a pattern of ultra vires 
conduct,” namely the use of forced child labor 
in violation of international law. 
This was the first suit ever to argue that an al-
leged violation of international law by a corpora-
tion was ultra vires. Guttman and his colleagues 
asked Greenfield to write an amicus brief with 
former federal judge Nancy Gertner.
In March 2014, Delaware Vice Chancellor 
Travis Laster denied Hershey’s summary judg-
ment motion, saying that the plaintiffs had alleged 
facts sufficient to show a credible basis to infer 
that Hershey engaged in wrongdoing. This meant 
that Greenfield’s ultra vires idea will get its day in 
court, thirteen years after it was published. 
Greenfield is heartened. “One of my mentors 
told me when I began as a law professor that we 
don’t necessarily write for the immediate fu-
ture. One never knows, once an idea is released 
into the world, when it will become important.” 
If Delaware courts recognize Greenfield’s 
ultra vires idea as a valid mechanism to import 
international law into company charters, corpo-
rate law could be a powerful new tool to hold cor-
porations accountable for illegalities overseas. 
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 ACHIEVEMENTS
A Model Idea Professor Richard 
Albert’s proposal for the inaugural 
Academic Symposium at the 2014 
Association of American Law Schools 
annual meeting was so impressive that it 
was posted on their website as a “model 
submission.” Speaker Ran Hirschl of the 
University of Toronto said the sympo-
sium itself, “Comparative Constitutional 
Change: New Perspectives on Formal 
and Informal Amendment,” “brought 
together some of the best minds in 
comparative constitutional law.” Panelist 
Rosalind Dixon of the University of New 
South Wales added that “you couldn’t 
but walk away from this event stimulated 
and challenged to think anew about old 
questions and beliefs.”
A Fine Fellow This past spring, Profes-
sor R. Michael Cassidy was elected a 
fellow of the American Bar Foundation, 
the nation’s leading research institute for 
the empirical study of law. The Fellows is 
an honorary organization of distinguished 
lawyers, judges, and legal scholars 
who have demonstrated outstanding 
leadership in the profession. Fewer than 1 
percent of lawyers are nominated by their 
peers for Fellows membership.
Keeping Corporations Honest Renée 
Jones, an oft-cited scholar of corporate 
governance and ethics, has been promot-
ed to Professor. Select accomplishments 
include recognition in the Sisk Study of 
Scholarly Impact as one of the top ten 
cited faculty at BC Law and her selection 
as a Eugene P. Beard Faculty Fellow at 
the Edmond J. Safra Foundation Center 
for Ethics at Harvard University. She 
is currently working on a book about 
the impact of financial deregulation on 
corporate risk-taking and fraud.
Internet Watchdog Daniel Lyons, a 
public intellectual whose scholarship, 
blogs, and commentaries have most 
recently focused on net neutrality, has 
been promoted to Associate Professor 
with tenure. A specialist in the areas of 
property, telecommunications, and ad-
ministrative law, Lyons has participated in 
rulemaking proceedings before both the 
Federal Communications Commission 
and the California Public Utilities Com-
mission. He has also spoken nationwide 
on the effects of technology conver-
gence on telecommunications regulation.
Professor Daniel Coquil-
lette’s book, The Battlefield 
of Merit: Harvard Law 
School, The First Century, 
jointly authored with Bruce 
Kimble, has been accepted 
for publication by Harvard 
University Press. Based on 
that manuscript, the press 
has also accepted The Intel-
lectual Sword: Harvard Law 
School, The Second Century. 
Professor Dan Kanstroom 
added to his growing body 
of work on immigration and 
deportation with Construct-
ing Immigrant “Illegality”: 
Critiques, Experiences, and 
Responses, co-written and 
co-edited with sociologist 
Cecilia Menjivar. It was 
published by Cambridge 
University Press in 2013. 
Professors Mary Ann  
Chirba and Alice Noble 
have written a must-have 
guide to the Affordable Car  
Act. The two-volume hand- 
book on the ACA and its 
regulations titled Federal 
Health Care Reform: Law and 
Practice was published by 
Matthew Bender/LexisNexis 
in December 2013. They have 
also completed the first regu-
latory update of the treatise. 
Professors James R. 
Repetti ’80 and Diane 
Ring, members of BC  
Law's highly respected tax 
faculty, have published  
(with Paul R. McDaniel)  
the 2014 paperback edition  
of Introduction to United 
States International Taxation, 
Sixth Edition, a Wolters  
Kluwer Law & Business book.
“ One of my mentors told me when I began as a law professor that we don’t necessarily  
write for the immediate future. One never knows, once an idea is released into the world,  
when it will become useful or important.” —Professor Kent Greenfield
NOTABLE FACULTY PUBLICATIONS
STUDENTS
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BC Law’s Global Practice Program is designed 
to enhance experiential and global learning op-
portunities. In addition to the existing London, 
Human Rights Semester in Practice, and Immi-
gration Externship programs, the Law School is 
partnering with a growing number of  universi-
ties and programs around the globe. But BC 
Law’s reach doesn’t stop there; it includes the 
scores of  alumni who work and live abroad 
and the faculty who travel the globe. The LLM 
program further adds to the international mix 
in our classrooms and to our community’s 
influence in the global marketplace.
 Where in  
the World?
BC Law faculty, students, and alumni  
travel the globe in pursuit of learning 
experiences, scholarly opportunities,  
and careers. Already globally engaged,  
as this map attests, BC Law has launched  
an initiative to further expand its reach  
and influence internationally.
BY VICKI SANDERS
2,668
Number of pro bono 
hours logged by the 
86 students on Spring 
Break trips in the US 
and Haiti in 2014. 
Students work at many 
different nonprofits and 
government agencies.
DISPATCHES
Dan Chin ’16
What: Pro Bono Spring Break Trip. Where: 
Port au Prince and Carrefour, Haiti. Task: 
Conducted research for the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights regarding 
forced evictions and substandard living 
conditions in displaced persons camps. Col-
laborated with Haitian law students to write 
shadow reports for the UN Human Rights 
Council on various human rights issues. 
Tristan Axelrod ’14
What: Competed against 11 European 
teams, regional finals, European Union Law 
Moot Court Competition. Where: Braga, 
Portugal. Outcome: “We did quite well, 
but did not win. Part of your score comes 
from your ability to speak both English and 
French, with extra points if you don’t use 
your native tongue. One member received 
language points, but that wasn’t enough. We 
learned later that without the language points 
we had the highest scores in the tournament.”
Number of times 
London Program stu-
dents competed in pub 
trivia with their British 
counterparts at the Wa-
terfront Bar & Grill at 
King’s College, London. 
See page 22.
Number of times BC 
students won. What was 
the one question the team 
knew but didn’t get to 
answer? “What do you call 
a large collection of owls?” 
The answer: A parliament 
of owls.
 ZERO
Note: Data for this map was 
collected from a variety of 
sources, including alumni 
databases, student records, 
and faculty travel  reports. 
Most figures provided are 
estimates. Because  the 
nature of this information 
is dynamic, the infographic  
is  only a representative 
snapshot of BC Law’s global 
footprints.
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S T U D E N T S
FA C U LT Y
A L U M N I
 Evidence
 1  2  3
Summer 2014 BC LAW MAGAZINE  21
 200
FACULTY ALUMNI
Number of alumni living in 
South Korea. Another Asian 
country with a growing alumni 
presence is China, in part 
because BC Law is educating 
a steady stream of students 
from China who receive their 
LLMs here and return to their 
birth nation to practice.
DISPATCHES
Professor Renee Jones, whose work is part 
of a transnational conversation on corporate 
governance. The Story: Michelle Welsh, a 
corporate law professor at Monash University 
in Melbourne, Australia, read Renee’s work and 
asked to meet her. Outcome: They collaborat-
ed on a project on a public enforcement model 
for corporate directors’ fiduciary duties, which 
became an article in the Vanderbilt Journal of 
Transnational Law, a leading law review.
Professor Mark Brodin, a specialist in 
evidence and litigation, recently taught at the 
Radzyner School of Law at the Interdisciplinary 
Center in Herzliya, Israel. What: A course in 
comparative evidence to students in their final 
year of study and a faculty workshop based 
on his article, “The Fraudulent Case Against 
Affirmative Action—The Untold Story of Fisher 
v. University of Texas.” Significance: Brodin is 
building a global, comparative dimension to his 
teaching and scholarship that informs his BC 
Law students’ classroom experience. 
Approximate number of alumni living 
and working overseas. A sampling of their 
firms and companies: Freshfields, State Street 
Corporation, PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
Court of Bosnia & Herzegovina, Nomura 
Singapore, United Nations, Renaissance 
Reinsurance, Ropes and Gray, Rolls-Royce, 
Bank of America, Lloyds TSB, Tyco Interna-
tional, Kyung Hee University.


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 London Calling
Celebrating twenty-five years of an experiential program that just 
keeps getting better. BY JANE WHITEHEAD
The Inns of Court. Chancery Lane. The Old Bailey. These 
icons of legal London conjure a universe inhabited by bewigged 
judges and barristers steeped in ancient traditions, known to 
most of us only from novels and Masterpiece Mystery crime dramas.
Since 1989, when Boston College Law School and King’s College 
London launched the collaborative International and Comparative  
Law Program, nearly 200 BC Law students have explored the reality 
behind the mythology. In a rigorous five-month-long clinical program 
offered in the spring semester, cohorts of approximately twelve stu-
dents take classes alongside their UK counterparts at the Dickson Poon 
School of Law at King’s College, London, and work up to twenty hours a 
week as interns in barristers’ chambers, human rights nonprofits, and  
multinational corporations.
To mark the program’s 
twenty-fifth anniversary, the two 
institutions jointly presented 
a two-day conference, “Global-
izing Forces in Legal Education, 
Trade, and Human Rights,” at 
King’s College on May 8 and 9. 
More than eighty participants, 
including alumni of both schools, 
former on-site directors, and 
placement supervisors, gathered 
to hear the keynote address on 
the new world economy by the 
Hon. James Bacchus, former US 
Congressman and former chair 
of the World Trade Organization 
Appellate Body. Panels of legal 
educators and practicing lawyers 
from Europe, the US, and Asia 
considered themes that included 
global experiential training and  
corporate social responsibility for 
human rights abuses. The event 
culminated with a celebration at 
the Inner Temple. 
The experimental program 
conceived under the deanship of 
Daniel Coquillette was steered in 
its early years by professors John 
Flackett, Cynthia Lichtenstein, 
and the late Sanford Fox as on-
site directors. The program has 
evolved into what Associate Dean 
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for Global Initiatives Professor 
Frank Garcia calls “the heart and 
cornerstone of the Law School’s 
global engagement.” 
Garcia attributes the pro-
gram’s success to two main fac-
tors: a strong relationship with an 
excellent London school, and the 
efforts of successive on-site di-
rectors to find challenging place-
ment opportunities for students.
The focus on experiential 
learning was key from the start, 
says Professor Emerita Cynthia 
Lichtenstein. She monitored 
students’ workplace experiences 
through journals in which they 
reported their day-to-day doings 
and observations. The journals 
were shared in a weekly direc-
tor's seminar, a practice that has 
remained central to the program.
This year, Professor Alan 
Minuskin served as on-site direc-
tor for the fourth time. During his 
second stint, in 2006, he decided 
to take the director’s seminar 
“on the road” and capitalize on 
the geographical closeness of the 
FROM THE DIARY OF ZACHARY JACOBSON ’14
WHERE LONDON  
LED THEM
Bradford Caswell ’96 Special 
Counsel, Schulte Roth & Zabel LLP, 
New York. London placement: 
Rogers & Wells, an international 
law firm. Impact: “Comparative 
law is so critical for global firms and 
the London program was a great 
introduction. It certainly helped in 
my career with global asset man-
agement firms, hedge funds, and 
private equity firms.”
Melania Page ’06 Consultant at 
JP Morgan, London. London place-
ment: Justice, a human rights group. 
Cultural contrast: “I found court 
fascinating. The defendant sitting 
in the dock, the lawyers and judges 
wearing wigs, at times it seemed 
over the top and very formal, but 
I could sit and watch all day.” On 
observing arguments before the Law 
Lords, now the Supreme Court: “The 
lawyers could talk as long as they 
wanted. The American in me often 
wished for a time limit." 
Nadia Ben-Youssef ’10 New York 
representative of Adalah, an Israel-
based Palestinian human rights 
organization. London placement: 
Matrix Chambers and the Cherie 
Blair Foundation for Women. Im-
pact: “I gained familiarity with EU 
and UN human rights mechanisms, 
which are targets of Adalah's 
advocacy work. Cherie Blair, QC, 
was an extraordinary mentor, an 
exceptional lawyer, and a dedicated 
human rights practitioner. It was a 
privilege to learn from her.” 
Ryan Vachon ’13 Attorney, 
Intellectual Property Litigation 
practice group in Boston office 
of McDermott Will and Emery. 
London placement: REDRESS, 
an NGO seeking reparations for 
torture victims. Cultural contrast: 
“The idea of working sixty- or 
seventy- or eighty-hour weeks was 
considered barbaric. This isn’t to 
say that UK lawyers take their jobs 
any less seriously than we do here. 
Rather, the legal culture in the UK 
appears to recognize that people 
need to have lives outside their 
careers if they are to be any good 
within the confines of work.”
students’ placements by holding 
each student’s presentation on his 
or her experience in the relevant 
workplace. Sampling the glitter-
ing corporate towers of Canary 
Wharf or the utilitarian quarters 
of human rights NGOs presents 
the contrast of the legal cultures 
where students are working. 
Thanks to the program’s 
longevity, says Minuskin, “we 
have a really good reputation 
over here in a lot of legal circles.” 
That has paid dividends in terms 
of securing placements at both 
well-established and top new 
firms, including the human 
rights-focused Matrix Chambers, 
co-founded in 2000 by Cherie 
Blair, QC.
London-based alumni are also 
invaluable as placement supervi-
sors. Among them is David Curtin 
’85, general counsel–international 
at Northern Trust Company.  
"The BC Law program provides a 
fantastic opportunity for students 
to study EU law and experience 
first-hand the practice of law in a 
foreign country,” he says. 
Two other alumni sponsors 
are the 1986 Jessup Cup World 
Championship winners Florence 
Herard ’86, now legal counsel 
and director at Citigroup, and 
Katherine Ashdown ’86, manag-
ing director at Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch, who have taken 
part in the program since 2008. 
"We are committed to this pro-
cess," says Herard.
Integral to the London ex-
perience is access to the city’s  
prestigious legal institutions. 
The students recently toured the 
UK Supreme Court and watched 
proceedings. Afterwards, Lady 
Brenda Hale, the most senior 
woman judge in the UK, came 
back into the courtroom and took 
students’ questions. “The stu-
dents loved that,” says Minuskin. 
“They had to pinch themselves 
when they considered that they 
were speaking with the Sandra 
Day O’Connor of the UK.”
During his semester in the London Program, Zachary Jacobson was placed with barrister Nazeer Chowdhury at Henderson Chambers in 
Inner Temple, where he observed a trial in the Technology and Construction Court. The case related to an oil spill in the Nigerian com-
munity of Bodo, which is bringing a lawsuit against Shell. One of the things that struck Jacobson was how different English court etiquette 
is from that in the US. Here are observations from the journal he was required to keep on his practicum.
 “First, the bowing. Everyone bows at the judge. When he comes in, everyone stands up and bows at him once he gets to his seat. 
Additionally, whenever someone enters or exits the room when court is in session, he or she turns, looks at the judge, and bows. I don’t like 
bowing. I hope I don’t have to go to the bathroom at any point over the course of the trial.
“Second, there are no objections and [there is] no approaching the bench. Sometimes, one side will politely interrupt the person speak-
ing to make a clarification and usually the other party is OK with this. Sometimes the person who is interrupted treats the interrupter to a 
sarcastic or passive aggressive comment about being interrupted, but this practice typically goes unchallenged.”
1
2
3
1. David Curtin ’85, Dean Clifford Larsen of Bucerius Law 
School, Dean Vincent Rougeau, and Professor Frank Garcia. 
2. Professor Alan Minuskin, back center, with London 
Program students, including Zachary Jacobson, front right, 
who wrote the diary excerpt below.  3. Professors Cynthia 
Lichentestein, Daniel Coquillette, and John Flackett.
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When Dennis Maher 
realized he was being held 
on suspicion of rape and at-
tempted rape, he requested 
a lawyer. The detective 
in charge, Maher recalls, 
“leaned down on the desk 
and said, ‘Just admit to it.’” 
Maher refused to confess.
I’VE 
ALREADY 
FORGIVEN 
YOU
 25
thanks to the innocence project, exonerations are becoming more commonplace,  
but there is nothing at all common about the relationship between wrongly convicted  
dennis maher and the prosecutor who put him behind bars. By jeri zeder
PHOTOGRAPHS BY DANA SMITH
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IMAGINE THEIR CONVERSATION
Lowell, Massachusetts, 1983. Carney had just 
joined the Massachusetts Middlesex Dis-
trict Attorney’s office. Maher was an enlisted 
soldier stationed at the Danvers military base 
and living in Lowell. Kaplan was thirteen and 
attending middle school in Maplewood, New 
Jersey. She had just had her bat mitzvah. 
On a late, mid-November afternoon, a 
woman got off at her bus stop after work and 
started walking home. A man approached, 
tried to engage her in conversation, then threw 
her down, threatened to kill her with a knife, 
and raped her. She went home and called the 
police. She was examined in a hospital and a 
sample of semen from her vagina was saved.
The next day, another woman coming home 
from work got off at the same bus stop. As she 
walked home, a man came up beside her. Same 
M.O. She fought him off and was not raped. She, 
too, called the police. The police had a general 
description of the assailant, but nothing specific.
On the evening of the attempted rape, Ma-
her was walking to a friend’s house in the area 
where the attacks had occurred when he was 
stopped by police. They checked and found that 
Maher had no prior arrests. They searched him 
and arrested him for possession of marijuana. 
When Maher subsequently realized he was 
being held on suspicion of rape and attempted 
rape, he requested a lawyer. The detective in 
charge, Maher recalls, “leaned down on the 
desk and said, ‘Just admit to it.’” Maher refused 
to confess.
The next morning, Maher went to court on 
the marijuana charge. Using a now-discredited 
witness identification procedure, they sat 
Maher on a courtroom bench and had one of 
the victims come in and look at him. She did 
not identify him. Maher got six months proba-
tion. As he was leaving the courtroom, he was 
arrested for rape and attempted rape, then 
released on $10,000 bail.
The police placed the photo they took of 
Maher from his marijuana arrest into a photo 
array and showed the victims. The police 
claimed that both women identified Maher.
A police department detective in Ayer, 
Massachusetts, a town roughly twenty miles 
southwest of Lowell, was working on an un-
solved rape case in Ayer and took special note 
of Maher’s arrest. That rape had occurred in 
August 1983, when a woman staying in an Ayer 
motel  was raped in her room by a man wearing 
dark clothing and wielding a large knife. She 
reported the crime to the police, and semen 
was collected from her in the hospital. She 
identified Maher from a photo array. 
Police seized Maher’s car and searched it. 
They found army-issued dark clothing and a 
KA-BAR knife—likely the very same kind of 
knife that was in dozens of cars from the base. 
The Ayer detective had a witness who claimed 
that he had once met Maher at the motel and had 
seen Maher’s car parked there months earlier.
Carney conducted lineups. Each woman 
separately ID’d Maher.
Maher was at home with his parents when 
the police arrested him for the rape and the 
attempted rape in Lowell. January 5, 1984, was 
Maher’s last day of freedom. “I was devastat-
ed,” Maher says.
His trial lawyer was abysmally incompe-
tent—“It was just horrifying,” Maher says—and 
he was found guilty of the first rape and of the 
attempted rape. From his seat at the prosecu-
tor’s table, Carney heard the judge whisper to 
the clerk Maher’s sentence: ten to fifteen years. 
Before he announced the sentence, the judge 
asked Maher if he had anything to say.
“[I was a] twenty-three-year-old soldier,” 
Maher says. “Of course, I had something to 
say. I said, ‘Your honor, if you call this justice, I 
think you and your whole judicial system are a 
crock of shit.’” 
With that, his sentence ballooned to twenty 
to thirty years.
Maher was then tried and convicted in the 
Ayer case. Again, Carney was the prosecutor. 
Maher was sentenced to life in prison. (Carney 
later learned that the witness who testified 
that he’d seen Maher at the motel was lying, 
and that other evidence had either been fabri-
cated or withheld from him.) 
Overall, Carney thought the trials were 
fair—and yet. He did something that he 
never did again in the five years that he was 
a prosecutor. He approached the head of the 
Middlesex County public defenders’ office and 
said, “I just finished trying this fellow on three 
charges of sexual assault. I have no affirmative 
the 
innocence 
project
This is the stuff of serious theater. But these characters 
are not the creation of an ambitious playwright. They are 
all quite real. The innocent man is Dennis Maher. The 
prosecutor is Jay Carney Jr. ’78. The lawyer is Aliza Ka-
plan. They came together for a panel discussion, “Thirty 
Years after Wrongful Conviction,” held in a packed lec-
ture hall at the Law School on March 21. The event was 
sponsored by the Boston College Innocence Project.
This is their story.
An innocent man imprisoned for more than nineteen years for two rapes and an at-
tempted rape—none of which he committed. »  His prosecutor, who could never shake 
the feeling that the convictions were mistakes. »  The lawyer who proved his innocence 
and forced the system to set him free.
»
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Aliza Kaplan recalls that 
a big door opened at the 
prison and the guard on 
the other side said, “You 
here to see Maher?” She 
told him they were from the 
Innocence Project. The year 
was now 2000. He said, “It’s 
about time you got here.”
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INNOCENCE  
BY THE NUMBERS
The leading causes of 
wrongful convictions are 
eyewitness misidentifica-
tion, poor forensic science, 
false confessions and 
incriminating statements, 
and informant testimony. 
No one knows for sure 
how big the problem 
is. According to the 
University of Michigan 
Law School’s National 
Registry of Exonerations, 
873 people were exoner-
ated from January 1989 
through 2012. Of these: 
37% were cleared with 
DNA evidence. 63% 
were cleared without 
DNA evidence. 93% were 
men. 50% were African-
American; 38% were 
white; 11% were Latino; 
2% were Native American 
or Asian-American. 87% 
were convicted at jury tri-
als. 50% were in prison for 
at least ten years.
The national Innocence 
Project reports that 
eighteen of the people 
exonerated through DNA 
testing served time on 
death row.
innocent,” Carney told Ellement, “you’ll get the 
Pulitzer Prize.” Ellement, however, wound up 
writing about another man.
Carney became aware of Maher’s repeated 
attempts to have DNA testing. He urged the 
head of the appeals bureau in Middlesex Coun-
ty DA’s office to allow the tests—to no avail.
Meanwhile, Aliza Kaplan was a young asso-
ciate with the Boston law firm Testa Hurwitz 
& Thibeault. Her very first week of work, she 
landed a plum assignment. The law firm was 
starting up a New England Innocence Project 
in their offices, and they wanted her on it. 
The Innocence Project in New York 
shipped all its New England cases to Testa 
Hurwitz. One was the Kenny Waters case, 
memorialized in the movie Conviction starring 
Hillary Swank. In that case, the evidence that 
would eventually exonerate Waters was found 
in boxes in the basement of the Middlesex 
County Courthouse. 
Another case was Maher’s. Kaplan and her 
law student interns saw that Barry Scheck 
himself had filed a motion for DNA testing on 
Maher’s behalf. “Let’s go visit this guy,” Kaplan 
told one of her interns, a law student named 
Karin Burns.
They went to the Massachusetts treat-
ment center, not knowing what to expect, not 
really sure that their guy was innocent. Kaplan 
recalls that a big door opened and the guard on 
the other side said, “You here to see Maher?” 
She told him they were from the Innocence 
Project. The year was now 2000. He said, “It’s 
about time you got here.”
Maher told Kaplan his story, and about 
John Ellement and Jay Carney. Kaplan 
reached out to Carney. He described his 
qualms, and even offered to help.
If there was going to be DNA testing, 
Kaplan and Burns had to find the evidence. 
For months, they filed motions, made phone 
calls, and got nowhere. Then Burns became 
friendly with one of the courthouse clerks. She 
reminded him of the Kenny Waters case, and 
asked him to look in the courthouse basement. 
BC LAW SCHOOL INNOCENCE 
PROJECT EXPANDS
TWENTY-ONE STUDENTS GET 
HANDS-ON OPPORTUNITIES. 
The BC Innocence Project, founded 
by Associate Clinical Professor Sharon 
Beckman a decade ago, started as a small 
independent study clinic and grew to 
include externships with the New England 
Innocence Project and the Innocence 
Program of the Committee for Public 
Counsel Services, the Massachusetts 
public defenders’ office. 
Initially focused on proving innocence 
through DNA testing, innocence advo-
cacy now also covers cases in which bad 
science, ineffective assistance of counsel, 
prosecutorial misconduct, and other 
evidentiary and procedural blunders have 
put the innocent behind bars.
Last year, the BC Innocence Project 
got an unexpected boost from Gregory 
Keller, a partner in the New York firm 
of Chitwood Harley Harnes. He was 
involved in a securities matter in which 
there were cy pres funds—unclaimed mon-
ies eligible for distribution to nonprofits—
and he successfully petitioned the court 
to award the money to the BC Innocence 
Project. The infusion of resources enabled 
Beckman to hire adjunct professor 
Charlotte Whitmore to teach the clinic. 
Whitmore, a former staff attorney for the 
Pennsylvania Innocence Project, brings 
impressive accomplishments, including 
the exoneration and release, in November 
2013, of her client, Eugene Gilyard, who 
spent fifteen years in prison starting when 
he was a teenager for a murder he did not 
commit. He was a guest speaker at the 
Law School this year. 
Hiring Whitmore freed Beckman to 
create and teach a new Wrongful Convic-
tions course. The new funds were also 
used to underwrite the Maher event and 
other special programming to raise public 
awareness of innocence issues.
BC’s University Council on Teaching 
has awarded Beckman a Teaching Advis-
ing and Mentoring Grant for 2014 to 2015 
to further develop the BC Innocence 
Project clinic and other experiential learn-
ing opportunities. Twenty-one students 
have been accepted into the clinic or an 
innocence externship for next year.
reason to believe that I have the wrong guy, 
but I do know he had the very worst lawyer I 
could ever imagine in my life.” Carney urged 
the defenders’ office to appeal Maher’s case. 
The defenders’ office assigned the case to an 
inexperienced lawyer—and the appeals court 
affirmed all three convictions.
In prison proceedings, Maher, who contin-
ued to assert his innocence, was deemed to be a 
sexually dangerous person and was now, on top 
of his criminal sentences, civilly sentenced for 
life to the Massachusetts Treatment Center for 
sexually dangerous persons at the Bridgewater 
Correctional Complex. He could be released 
from the treatment center only if he admitted 
to the crimes. He refused. 
Maher started formally advocating for a 
new trial. All his motions were being enter-
tained by the sentencing judge. The judge 
denied every one of them without a hearing.
Then, in 1993, Maher saw Phil Donahue, 
the talk show host, on TV. Donahue’s guest 
was Barry Scheck, co-founder of the then-new 
Innocence Project of Yeshiva University’s 
Cardozo School of Law, which was using DNA 
evidence to exonerate wrongly convicted pris-
oners. Maher wrote to the project for help. In-
nocence Project interns reviewed his case and 
requested physical evidence from Middlesex 
County. Officials claimed that the evidence was 
lost. In 1997, Barry Scheck filed for DNA test-
ing. His motion was denied without a hearing.
“So now at this time, I’m devastated,” Ma-
her says. “All my hopes and dreams are resting 
on DNA. I made peace with myself that I was 
going to die in prison as an innocent man.” 
Two years later, Maher was contacted for 
an interview by Boston Globe reporter John 
Ellement. At the interview, Maher asked Elle-
ment: “Who sent you? How did you get here?” 
Jay Carney.
Ellement wanted to write a story about a 
wrongful conviction, and he reached out to 
Carney, at this point a prominent criminal 
defense lawyer, for help. Carney told him 
about Maher. “If you can show that Dennis is 
the 
innocence 
project
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He did. Down there were two big boxes from 
the Lowell case, labeled with Maher’s name.
Kaplan called the DA and told him, the 
boxes are there, I’m about to file this motion, 
either respond in court or fess up. They fessed 
up. Kaplan and an assistant DA went to the 
state crime lab to see if the victim’s clothes 
inside the boxes harbored DNA evidence. They 
did. There was semen on the underpants of the 
rape victim from Lowell.
The evidence was sent to a lab in California 
to be tested by a Dr. Blake, then the country’s 
foremost expert in DNA testing. Maher under-
went a blood test. On Christmas Eve of 2002, 
Kaplan got a call. 
“We have the results,” Dr. Blake said. “It’s 
not Dennis.” 
Kaplan told the DA: You got the wrong guy. 
But the DA said: What about Ayer?
Then-Middlesex District Attorney Martha 
Coakley called Kaplan and offered to make a 
deal in the Ayer case. “Aliza,” Maher recalls, 
“had some choice words for Martha Coak-
ley.” Two weeks later, evidence containing 
DNA from the Ayer case suddenly appeared 
on Coakley’s desk. The evidence was tested. 
Again, not Dennis. Kaplan called Maher and 
said, “When do you want to go home?” 
Maher’s last strip search was April 3, 2003. 
Despite everything, he was transported to the 
Cambridge courthouse in chains. The judge 
signed the papers and Maher was free. He was 
reunited with his parents, then with the rest 
of his family and friends. Then—the media 
throng. Kaplan shooed the reporters off to a 
scheduled press conference at her law firm.
Maher remembers: “As I’m leaving, the 
senior court officer comes over and says, ‘Jay 
Carney would like to speak with you.’”
Carney first heard of Maher’s exoneration 
from Barry Scheck. “It hit me like a punch in the 
stomach,” Carney said. “I sat in the courtroom 
Jay Carney did something that he never  
did again in the five years he was a prosecu-
tor. He approached the head of the Middle-
sex County public defenders’ office and said, 
“I just finished trying this fellow on three 
charges of sexual assault. I have no affirma-
tive reason to believe I have the wrong guy, 
but I do know he had the very worst lawyer  
I could ever imagine in my life.”
when Dennis was being released.” Afterward, “I 
went up to the chief court officer and said, could 
you ask Mr. Maher if he would meet with me? 
And I went behind a set of double doors. And 
suddenly I see Dennis coming toward me.
“I reintroduced myself to Dennis and I 
asked him if he could forgive me. I said I would 
understand if you can’t. But I just want to tell 
you how very sorry I am that I played this role 
in this case,” Carney remembers. “The single 
most profound moment in my career then hap-
pened. Dennis said, ‘I’ve already forgiven you.’ 
And we hugged.”
“I don’t know what would have happened 
if he had said, ‘Jay, I’m sorry. I can’t.’ But I do 
know that it showed me that after love, the most 
powerful emotion that we have is to forgive. 
Whenever I’m in a situation where I don’t want 
to forgive someone who’s done something, I 
think of Dennis. And he taught me the power of 
that, and I’ll always be grateful. The most amaz-
ing person I’ve ever, ever encountered in my life.” 
As the men parted and Maher got on the 
elevator, Carney realized that the Globe 
reporter John Ellement was standing nearby. 
Carney whispered to him, “There goes your 
Pulitzer Prize.”
Today. Aliza Kaplan is a law professor at 
Lewis & Clark Law School where she teaches 
legal skills, Wrongful Convictions, and public 
interest lawyering. She recently co-founded the 
Oregon Innocence Project.
Jay Carney is a highly regarded criminal de-
fense lawyer in Boston. He recently represented 
mobster James “Whitey” Bulger at his trial.
Maher works in waste management, a job 
he has held since a month after his release. He 
lives with his wife Melissa in a house they own 
in Tewksbury, Massachusetts. They have two 
children, a boy named Joshua, and a girl named 
Aliza—for the lawyer who gave him back the rest 
of his life.
Jeri Zeder is a longtime contributor to BC Law 
Magazine. She can be reached at jzbclaw@rede.
zpato.net.
To view the Innocence Project panel discussion,  
go to bc.edu/lawmagvideos.
Please
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In a real federal appeals court,  
in real time, four students endure judges’ 
withering questions but introduce  
novel concepts and argue masterfully  
on behalf of their immigrant clients.
By Jeri Zeder
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 GREAT CASES
So began the oral argument of Ozolins ’14, 
before a three-judge panel of the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals sitting in San Francisco on 
March 11, 2014. 
To be clear: This was not an educational 
moot court program being indulged by the 
Ninth Circuit. This was the real thing, with a 
real client who had fled her native Dominican 
Republic as a refugee of terrifying domestic vi-
olence and, in the course of seeking safe haven, 
got entangled in the US immigration system 
and was imprisoned in an Arizona detention 
center. Ms. Carrion was seeking to stay and 
work in the US under the status “withholding 
of removal” and under the Convention against 
Torture (CAT) Treaty. 
Ms. Carrion’s case was a particularly tough 
one for her young lawyers. Her credibility was 
in question because the record showed that she 
had lied to authorities, including to a district 
court judge, on a number of occasions. The 
judges saw the weaknesses in Ms. Carrion’s 
case, and even though her lawyers were two 
third-year law students, they didn’t hold back. 
Take, for example, this exchange. Ozolins is 
arguing that the Board of Immigration Appeals 
(BIA) erred in denying Ms. Carrion’s CAT 
claim. A skeptical Judge M. Margaret McKe-
own stops Ozolins to say that the BIA had no 
credible evidence upon which to grant relief. 
Ozolins responds:
Ozolins: “We would argue that there is sub-
stantial evidence that compels reversing the 
BIA decision on the CAT claim as well…”
Judge McKeown: “What.”
Ozolins: “On the torture issue under CAT we 
have a police report, two witness affidavits, Ms. 
Carrion’s reasonable-fear interview, and her 
application for a withholding of removal which 
compel holding that she had been raped, beaten,…
Judge McKeown: “No, but she has an adverse 
credibility finding so we don’t have all of that. 
Her credibility underlies all of those things, 
doesn’t it?”
Ozolins: “No, your honor, the police report is 
submitted by her mother, the two witness af-
fidavits…”
Judge McKeown: “Based on what she told her 
mother.”
Ozolins: “Your honor…”
Judge McKeown: “Yes or no?”
Ozolins: “No, your honor. The police report was 
based on the mother’s continued harassment by 
Ms. Carrion’s abuser who continually visited her 
home and threatened her daughter with death if 
she ever returned to the Dominican Republic.”
Questioning like that would have been 
tough even for an experienced appellate law-
yer. That Ozolins held her own is testimony to 
her intelligence, dedication, and hard work—
and also to the tutelage of Assistant Professor 
Kari Hong, founder of the Law School’s Ninth 
Circuit Appellate Project (NCAP).
Hong explains what made Ozolins’ ex-
change with the judge exemplary. “On her feet, 
Marija identified the one piece of evidence—a 
police report about the harm facing the moth-
er—that did not have the taint of Ms. Carrion’s 
statements on it. This was a critical argument 
because it pointed the court to evidence that 
the BIA had not considered when dismiss-
ing all of the presented evidence,” Hong says. 
“Marija’s ability to call this up this evidence on 
the spot was exceptional.”
Hong, who joined the BC Law faculty in the 
fall of 2012, has a long history with the Ninth 
Circuit. She clerked for the court after law 
school, and later had her own private practice 
specializing in immigration and criminal ap-
peals. She estimates that she’s handled just shy 
of 100 appeals before the Ninth Circuit. 
With a geographic area that includes Cali-
fornia and Arizona, the court has an extensive 
immigration docket. Hong knew that the court 
had a program that permits law students, pro 
bono and under supervision, to handle a small 
number of immigration appeals hand-picked 
by the court from among thousands of cases. 
The court schedules the briefing and oral argu-
ments to coincide with the academic calendar. 
The program helps the court with its docket, 
provides legal representation to people in 
serious need, and offers a singular educational 
opportunity to law students.
“For an attorney to have one appellate argu-
ment during his or her entire career is a pretty 
remarkable achievement,” Hong says. “The 
Ninth Circuit allows law students to have that 
opportunity.” 
Coincidental to Hong joining the BC Law 
faculty, Dean Vincent Rougeau appointed 
Clinical Professor of Law Paul Tremblay as 
Faculty Director of Experiential Learning. It’s 
Tremblay’s job to coordinate and expand clini-
cal and experiential opportunities for students. 
Hong approached Tremblay about the possibil-
ity of involving BC Law students in the Ninth 
Circuit program. Tremblay enthusiastically 
endorsed the idea.
“It was a chance for the students to get 
involved in some really hard, interesting, 
challenging legal issues on behalf of clients 
who have dire needs, just incredible needs,” 
Tremblay says. 
The pilot project got under way around 
May 2013 and continued through to March of 
2014, when the students argued their appeals 
before the court. Hong invited two students to 
participate, and let them each invite a friend 
as a partner. Ozolins and Mackenzie Houck 
’14 handled Rita Maria Carrion Garcia v. 
Eric H. Holder, Jr., US Attorney General, and 
David Kete ’14 and Andrew Mark Trombly ’14 
handled Gabriel Jara-Arellano v. Eric Holder, 
Jr., US Attorney General. 
In that case, Mr. Jara, an undocumented 
immigrant whose parents brought him to the 
“ Good morning. May it please the court. My name is  
Marija Ozolins. My partner Mackenzie Houck and I are 
certified law students participating in the Boston College 
Law School Ninth Circuit Appellate Project. We are ap-
pearing under the supervision of Professor Kari Hong 
who is seated at the counsel table. We represent petition-
er Rita Maria Carrion Garcia, whom we will refer to as 
Ms. Carrion.”  ¶   So began the oral argument of Ozolins 
14’, before a three-judge panel of the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals sitting in San Francisco on March 11, 2014.
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US from Mexico as a mi-
nor, had a criminal record. 
When his probation officer 
found drugs in his home in 
2008, Mr. Jara was given 
the choice of serving eighteen months in jail 
or working undercover with the police. He 
worked undercover successfully for a year and 
a half, and eventually went undercover for the 
California Bureau of Narcotic Enforcement, 
where he helped authorities to arrest twenty to 
thirty drug traffickers. Some of those arrested 
were deported to Mexico.
On June 20, 2008, while Mr. Jara was work-
ing for the bureau, police found drugs and a gun 
during a routine search of his home. He was 
charged, pleaded guilty, went to prison, and 
then on April 24, 2010, was deported to Mexico.
In Mexico, while attending a religious 
festival in December of 2010, Mr. Jara was rec-
ognized by a member of the Zetas gang whom 
Mr. Jara had assisted police in capturing for 
drug trafficking when he was an undercover 
agent in the US. The Zetas gang, composed of 
current and former police officers, is a violent 
group of drug smugglers that operates with 
the tacit approval of the Mexican government. 
The gang member and several of his associ-
ates later attacked Mr. Jara and shot him nine 
times, leaving him on the brink of death. 
Mr. Jara eventually recovered, but is now 
confined to a wheelchair and suffers debilitat-
ing headaches. 
While he remained in Mexico, the gang 
continued to threaten him, and the police did 
not protect him. On July 7, 2011, Mr. Jara fled 
to the US, arriving at the port-of-entry at San 
Ysidro, California, without documentation, 
expressed to authorities a fear of persecution 
in Mexico, and was immediately detained.
On November 5, 2012, Mr. Jara’s petition 
for asylum, withholding of removal, and CAT 
relief were denied by the Board of Immigration 
Appeals on the grounds that (1) Mr. Jara had 
not proven that he was likely to be tortured in 
Mexico with the acquiescence of government 
authorities, and (2) at least one of Mr. Jara’s con-
victions was for a particularly serious crime—
either possession of a controlled substance or 
being a felon in possession of a firearm. At the 
time of the appeal to the Ninth Circuit, Mr. Jara 
was still in detention at a San Diego prison. 
In Ninth Circuit briefs, Kete and Trombly 
argued that the BIA’s rulings were in error, and 
asked for remand. Their briefs cover all the 
expected and necessary bases, and also, unusu-
ally, a creative argument of constitutional law. 
Professor Hong 
coached Ozolins, 
Trombly, Houck, and 
Kete in the fine art 
of brief writing.
Photographs by SUZI CAMARATA
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“Under the Fifth Amend-
ment to the US Constitu-
tion,” Kete and Trombly 
wrote, “the federal govern-
ment assumes a duty to 
protect a person when either a federal or state 
government creates a special relationship 
with that person or when a government agent 
‘affirmatively places that person in danger.’” As 
an undercover police informant, the students 
argued, Mr. Jara is entitled to federal protec-
tion—and therefore should not be returned to 
Mexico, where his life was in danger. 
“This was different and unique and not 
something that I often see in immigration 
briefs,” says Mary Holper, director of BC Law’s 
Immigration Clinic, who served as a moot 
court judge for NCAP. Interestingly, she at-
tributes Kete and Trombly’s ability to “think 
outside the box” to their lack of familiarity 
with immigration law. “They brought fresh 
eyes to the case,” she says.
With those same fresh eyes, Kete and 
Trombly raised another argument not usually 
invoked in immigration cases. The BIA had 
disqualified Mr. Jara for asylum because he 
had committed a “particularly serious crime”—
but didn’t explain its reasoning, relying instead 
on the fact that Mr. Jara and the government 
had so stipulated. Relying on a new Supreme 
Court case (Descamps v. US, 2013) Kete and 
Trombly argued that the stipulation in this 
case raised a question of law and was therefore 
reviewable by the court.
Kete was the first of the four students 
to argue to the three-judge panel in March, 
presenting the opening statement in the Jara 
case (see sidebar). “Professor Hong told us, 
‘Your knees will be shaking, you’ll be sweating, 
you’ll be incredibly nervous. Just get out that 
first sentence and you’ll be fine’—and she was 
completely right,” he says. For Kete, an aspiring 
prosecutor, one important take-away from the 
case was a deeper appreciation for the immi-
gration consequences of criminal convictions.
Trombly describes the awe inspired by the 
grand, ornate, 100-year-old courthouse. “Being 
in a building like that, with the columns and the 
frescoes and the murals and the grand chande-
liers, and being able to participate and not just 
watch, makes you feel proud to be practicing 
law and representing a client,” he says. 
After Kete gave the opening argument, the 
government’s lawyer argued next, and then 
Trombly gave the rebuttal. Choosing which 
student would give which argument was a 
strategic decision. The advocates giving the 
opening statements needed to be nimble 
enough to go off script, without losing focus, 
when interrupted by the judges’ questions. The 
advocates giving the rebuttals to the govern-
ment’s argument, which they were hearing for 
the very first time in court, had to improvise 
with on-the-spot analysis condensed into a 
two-minute timespan. Based on their practice 
performances and skill sets, Hong made the 
final decision as to which student would take 
on which task before the court.
In rebuttal in Carrion, the case involving 
domestic violence, Mackenzie Houck cited a 
string of Ninth Circuit precedents that held 
that women who are sexual violence victims do 
not need to disclose their rapes at the first op-
portunity. But regarding Ms. Carrion, Houck’s 
client, Judge McKeown noted from the bench, 
“She didn’t share anything on five occasions.” 
The judge disputed the applicability of the 
precedents that Houck had cited: “[Ms. Car-
rion is] quite distinguished from a number 
of these other cases where there’s a delay in 
reporting,” she said.
Houck held her ground. “But in those cases, 
this court has held that if …the non-citizen 
gives a strong explanation of why they did not 
disclose, then they should not be punished for 
their fear of disclosing that earlier.”
Later, reflecting on the case and how, for the 
judges, it seemed to hinge on the client’s cred-
ibility, Houck said that this was exactly why 
she wanted to work on it. “[Ms. Carrion] hadn’t 
done what you’re supposed to do at the US bor-
der, to immediately present her claim,” Houck 
Students practiced 
oral argument 
techniques and 
learned how to  write 
persuasively.
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LEARNING WHILE DOING
THE TAKEAWAY FOR DAVID KETE ’14 
IS A LIFELONG LESSON IN HOW TO 
THINK ON HIS FEET. 
David Kete, who participated in the 
pilot year of the Ninth Circuit Appeals 
Project, reflects on his experience 
arguing a complicated immigration case 
before a federal appeals court.
When Professor Hong asked me if I would 
want to participate in the Ninth Circuit 
Appeals Project (NCAP), I thought there 
was no possible way I could do it. I could 
not fathom how she could trust me, a 
third-year law student with absolutely no 
immigration law experience, to represent 
an undocumented immigrant on his appeal 
before the Ninth Circuit. Once I realized 
she was serious, I knew I couldn’t pass up the 
opportunity to brief and argue a case before 
a federal appellate court. 
My client had worked as an informant for 
the US government before being removed 
to Mexico. In Mexico, he was attacked and 
seriously disabled by one of the individuals 
whom he had helped the government to 
catch. We argued that he should be granted 
asylum in the US, because he would be sub-
jected to further torture if he was returned 
to Mexico. 
One of the most exciting aspects of 
working on his case was getting to apply 
Supreme Court precedent from just last year 
to legal issues that are at the forefront of 
immigration law. This new case law involved 
the immigration consequences of our client’s 
criminal convictions. I participated in the 
prosecution clinic last fall, so these issues 
were especially interesting for me. These can 
be some of the hardest issues to deal with 
for both prosecutors and defense attorneys, 
so this opportunity to represent an applicant 
in an immigration case was the perfect way 
to round out my law school education.
While the project taught me many les-
sons, the most valuable of these was how to 
learn a new substantive area of the law while 
working on a client’s case. In practice, I know 
I won’t have the chance to take a course 
every time some new issue comes up. It was 
great for me to learn how to “learn while do-
ing” at the beginning of my career. It’s a skill 
I will be able to apply to any type of practice 
I may encounter in the future. 
says. “But she still had a valid claim that our 
system had not looked at just because of how 
she had acted at the border. I was interested in 
working on the domestic violence case law, and 
whether she could recover from not initially 
disclosing her story.”
The Ninth Circuit issued its decisions in both 
cases in April. One was a loss for Ms. Carrion. 
The court saw no reason to reverse the BIA’s 
adverse credibility finding against her, and 
found no grounds for her “rehabilitation” as a 
credible claimant because, the court said, the 
record contained no independent, eyewitness 
documentation of domestic violence against her. 
Carrion resulted in a published opinion, which 
will provide guidance for future asylum-seekers. 
“As experienced immigration advocates, 
Mackenzie and Marija intentionally chose 
a difficult case with challenging issues. I am 
proud that they did not select a case that would 
have been an easy win,” says Hong. “Instead, 
they learned that sometimes the best we can 
provide for our clients is a hard fought battle. It 
is a privilege to represent people with so much 
at stake. Sometimes, that privilege is paid 
with heartbreak. As advocates, it is important 
to learn how to channel the heartbreak into a 
passion for larger reform. On the immediate 
level, challenging cases permit lawyers to truly 
experience the value of and need for giving 
someone his or her day in court.”
In an unpublished opinion, the Ninth 
Circuit decided 2-1 to grant Mr. Jara’s petition. 
The court rejected Kete and Trombly’s consti-
tutional argument, but was persuaded by their 
argument about the stipulation. 
Hong explains: “What is notable about this 
case is that our client’s first attorney had stipu-
lated that our client’s prior criminal convictions 
barred him from seeking asylum and with-
holding. In light of a 2013 Supreme Court case, 
Descamps v. United States, we believed that such 
a stipulation was wrong. However, we had the 
waiver and exhaustion issues to overcome be-
fore even contesting the government’s argument 
that Descamps would reach the same result.
“On their own, Dave and Drew researched, 
developed, and presented argument that 
stipulations to the nature of a conviction are 
legal questions that are not binding on appel-
late courts,” Hong continues. “Dave and Drew 
found this concept outside of the immigra-
tion context and imported it to this case. The 
government strongly contested this argument 
in its brief, the dissenting judge pressed Dave 
and Drew at oral argument about the contours 
of their argument, and the dissenting judge’s 
written dissent strenuously disagreed with 
this point. It is quite an accomplishment that 
Dave and Drew identified and developed the 
nuanced and creative argument that allowed 
the client to prevail on his case.”
Hong launched NCAP as an add-on to her 
normal teaching responsibilities but, going 
forward, she will teach the project as part of 
her regular course load. “I had not asked for 
that, but BC is incredibly supportive of this 
class, so I am very happy that I will have the 
time to work more with the students to prepare 
for their arguments,” she says. Next year, Hong 
will choose four students through an open ap-
plication process. In recognition of the amount 
of work the project demands, the clinic will be 
worth more credits, and from a teaching per-
spective, Hong says she plans to increase the 
time that students spend learning how to read 
and interact with the panel of judges.
On the question of what lessons she hopes 
to impart to her students, Hong says, “I think 
one of the most important things I can do is 
to communicate how important and valuable 
the practice of law is. I’m a lawyer who always 
loved practicing and, as a solo practitioner, 
I never had a bad day. That message is not 
communicated widely in the public and I don’t 
think it’s widely communicated to law stu-
dents. If nothing else, I want to let people know 
that there’s a path that they can find to have a 
wonderful career.”
Contributing writer Jeri Zeder  can be reached 
at jzbclaw@rede.zpato.net.
“ Professor Hong told us, ‘Your knees will be 
shaking, you’ll be sweating, you’ll be incredibly 
nervous. Just get out that first sentence and 
you’ll be fine’—and she was completely right.”
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CELL SHOCKED
When kids do time, nobody wins. With justice for girls as her cause and educating BC Law students as her mission, 
Professor Francine Sherman ’80 becomes a key player in reforming the nation’s juvenile detention system.
BY DAV I D R E I C H  
 P H OTO G R A P H S BY R I C H A R D ROS S *
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t thirty-one, a woman whom we’ll call Dawn 
Monteiro works as a hotel manager in a seaside 
resort town in southern New England. A single 
mother of two, she has completed one year 
of college with a 4.0 average, has entertained 
dreams of becoming a lawyer, and hopes to 
resume her education soon. 
Monteiro is living a productive life, but go 
back fifteen years or so, and the picture is alto-
gether different. In fact, from ages fourteen to 
seventeen, she was spending most of her time 
locked up. Her offense was a minor, even trivial 
one, but it has landed many girls in secure detention, often in a misdirected attempt to protect 
them from themselves or their surroundings. Having grown up in her state’s child welfare system, 
Dawn Monteiro had run away, time and again: from foster care, from residential programs, even 
from secure facilities. 
For these infractions, Monteiro was thrown in “with girls who were in for attempted murder, 
for mayhem, for assault and battery,” she says. “It was scary. These girls would flip out and come 
after you. I was attacked a couple of times. Most girls in lockup are attacked.” 
            Monteiro, who admits having made poor decisions as a teen and young adult, likely would 
have spent an extra year in detention if not for the Juvenile Rights Advocacy Project (JRAP), a 
legal clinic at Boston College Law School, which took her on as a client at age fourteen. Over three 
years and many court hearings, student lawyers from JRAP, along with the clinic’s director and 
founder, Professor Francine Sherman ’80, 
argued that their client was a bright young 
woman whose potential was stifled in deten-
tion. Finally, a judge agreed and released her. 
(As with some other clients, Sherman has 
remained in Monteiro’s life, helping her find 
a place to live when she was homeless, advis-
ing her on her education, attending medical 
appointments during a high-risk pregnancy. 
“She’s been with me through all the good and 
the bad,” Monteiro says.) 
Getting Monteiro freed from detention 
was a hard-earned win for the JRAP lawyers 
and a blessing for their client, but in Sher-
man’s view Monteiro should have never been 
locked up to start with—and might never 
have been if her name were Don instead of 
Dawn. The existence of large disparities in 
the charging and sentencing of boys and girls 
is one of many hard facts and critical insights 
that Sherman has collected during years of 
practice and added to the national conversa-
tion on how to fix the juvenile justice system. 
Her prescriptions for change, based on nearly 
three decades of work in the system, have not 
only influenced legal scholars and social sci-
ence researchers but also helped improve the 
lives of hundreds of girls.
Sherman’s work as a lawyer, researcher, 
and change advocate puts her at the center of a 
large and growing movement of groups and in-
dividuals working for juvenile justice reform. 
Groups include big funders, academic centers, 
government agencies, legal and social service 
providers, and research and advocacy organi-
zations; they range from the US Department of 
Justice and big national brand names like the 
MacArthur and Annie E. Casey foundations 
to statewide outfits like the Florida Juvenile 
Justice Association and Massachusetts-based 
Citizens for Juvenile Justice, which Sherman 
helped found. A few other players include the 
National Council on Crime and Delinquency, 
the Delores Barr Weaver Policy Center, the 
Justice Policy Institute, the Center on Youth 
Justice, and the Center for Juvenile Justice 
Reform at Georgetown University. Even police 
groups are getting involved, with the Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of Police spon-
soring a “leadership institute” this coming 
September that promises to give law enforce-
ment executives “tools to…engage in effective 
collaboration on juvenile justice reform in 
their communities.” 
When Sherman founded JRAP, in 1996, 
this big reform movement was still years away. 
Few academics or activists were devoting 
much thought to girls in juvenile justice back 
in the nineties, a fact that helped draw Sher-
man to the field. “I went to law school with 
the idea of making a difference,” she recalls, 
“and I thought that the time was right for the 
issue [of girls in the juvenile justice system]. 
Girls’ numbers in the juvenile justice system 
were increasing…and not a lot of people were 
focusing on it. Part of what helps girls develop 
in a healthy way is good relationships, and 
I thought a good relationship with a lawyer 
could be part of that.”
Sherman also saw JRAP as a way to chan-
nel help to kids who needed a break, having 
been born into poverty. In the clinic’s early 
days, when she’d just started working with 
A
Juvenile Justice
Professor Francine 
Sherman ’80
* Richard Ross, whose stark photos of incarcerated youth ac-
company this article, spoke at BC Law School on March 24. 
Introducing him at the event, Professor Francine Sherman 
told the audience that Ross’ work, which has appeared in 
Harper’s, the Guardian, the New York Times, and Mother 
Jones, “puts a face on a real problem that otherwise could 
be pretty abstract for people.” Ross, who teaches in the art 
department at the University of California, Santa Barbara, 
published Juvenile in Justice, a book of his photos of de-
tained youth, in 2012. His upcoming book, Girls in Justice, 
is due out in January 2015. Images from both volumes are 
published with this article. To learn more about Ross’ new 
work, visit www.juvenile-in-justice.com/girls_in_justice.
court-involved girls, she and her husband 
were also raising two daughters. “The differ-
ence in the opportunities and life course of 
these young women was profound,” she says. 
“Here were my girls with every opportunity in 
the world, and they were no different from the 
girls I was representing.”
While emphasizing girls, JRAP accepts a 
broad range of cases on behalf of young people 
of both sexes, not just reducing their time 
in detention but also helping them access 
educational and mental health services, and 
anything else that allows them to get their lives 
on track: family therapy, a healthcare provider, 
a part-time job, a mentor. The model owes as 
much to social work as it does to law. 
Sherman likes to remind the student 
lawyers at JRAP that for children in the justice 
and child welfare systems, small successes can 
make an enormous difference. She recounts 
the case of one teen, on the brink of dropping 
out of school, whose life was turned around 
when his JRAP lawyer had him moved to a spe-
cialized classroom for kids with his particular 
learning disability. Another JRAP lawyer 
arranged to place a client with his grand-
mother, and got the court to appoint her as his 
guardian. “He now  calls his lawyer whenever 
problems come up. That’s the real success: the 
relationship,” says Sherman. 
By the late 1990s Sherman knew enough 
about juvenile justice to start sharing her 
knowledge in articles and book chapters, guide-
books and reports, written and oral testimony 
to legislative bodies, appearances in media 
and on panels at professional conferences. Her 
guidebooks Detention Reform and Girls (2005) 
and Making Juvenile Justice Work for Girls 
(2013; coauthored with Richard Mendel and 
Angela Irvine), were published by the Juve-
nile Detention Alternatives Initiative (JDAI), 
a project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, 
which has disseminated copies to personnel 
at some 200 state and county juvenile justice 
systems as well as to scholars and advocates. 
“For a while [the 2005 guidebook] was the only 
research we had on the lives of detained girls as 
well as opportunities for reform. We carried it 
around as if it was the Bible,” says Malika Saada 
Saar, executive director of the advocacy group 
Rights4Kids, who praises the 2013 guidebook 
as another vital tool for advocates. 
Sherman has affected change more directly 
through her consultancies, mostly under JDAI 
auspices, with managers of juvenile justice 
systems around the country. Her work for 
JDAI starts from the principle that, consider-
ing its high cost, its emotional toll, and the 
non-punitive mission of juvenile justice, 
detention, especially of girls, should always 
be a last resort, used only when the presence 
of a child in the community threatens public 
safety. For one thing, three quarters or more 
of court-involved girls are suffering from 
WHAT THE EYE BEHOLDS
RICHARD ROSS’ HAUNTING IMAGES SPEAK 
VOLUMES ABOUT JUVENILE INJUSTICES.
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trauma, the result of life experiences like being 
trafficked for sex or assaulted by a boyfriend 
or family member. And trauma, says Sherman, 
means “you have no power, that someone has 
reframed reality for you.…A lot of the running 
away you see, the misbehavior, the violations 
of rules are efforts to reassert control.” 
Detention, of course, takes control away 
from the detainee, and thus it only adds to 
trauma. What is more, it disrupts girls’ rela-
tionships—with families, friends, physicians, 
schools. Girls do not respond  well to rules, 
competition, and hierarchy, building blocks of 
the traditional detention regime; instead, they 
tend to thrive on relationships and trust. The 
alternatives proposed by JDAI, things like su-
pervised release and night reporting programs, 
allow girls to maintain their relationships 
while receiving services in the community for 
themselves and their families. This model is 
being adopted in systems nationwide, including 
systems, from New England to the Midwest to 
California, with which Sherman has consulted.
In 2006, Sherman traveled to Nevada to work 
with top juvenile justice officials in Washoe 
County, including Reno and vicinity. Work-
ing from the JDAI model, she was “very data 
driven,” says Elizabeth Florez, a division direc-
tor in the county system. “Instead of letting us 
give anecdotal responses, she challenged us to 
look at data.” What the data revealed—to the 
surprise of Florez and colleagues—is that the 
county was locking up a higher percentage of 
court-involved girls than the typical juvenile 
justice system, mainly for minor misdemean-
ors and small violations of probation condi-
tions where the original charge was a status 
offense like running away or truancy. The data 
also showed that girls were often being held 
not for what they’d done but out of a desire to 
protect them, with large numbers detained 
even when the system’s own risk assessments 
showed they could be safely released to the 
community. And once in detention, many girls 
languished while awaiting psychological and 
substance abuse evaluations, typically delaying 
their discharge by weeks.  
Sherman’s work in Washoe County led to 
small changes in policies and practices—small 
changes that brought dramatic results. For 
example, system managers rewrote their risk as-
sessment policy to make it harder to override the 
assessments, and they reorganized clinicians’ 
schedules to shorten, from weeks to a day or two, 
the waiting time for mental health evaluations. 
They also ended probation for status offenses, 
thereby slashing the number of girls detained for 
minor probation violations. In addition, using 
data and analysis from Sherman, they success-
fully lobbied the state legislature to change 
Nevada’s domestic violence law so that girls 
arrested in domestic disputes were less likely to 
be held if they could safely return home or to a 
cooling-off site like a grandparent’s house. Be-
fore the change, detention had been mandatory.  
Between 2006, when Sherman arrived, and 
2010, the county’s daily census of girls in deten-
tion dropped by an astonishing 50 percent. Dur-
ing the same period, the county saw no increase 
in crimes by girls; indeed, it saw significant 
reductions in arrests of girls for felonies, gross 
misdemeanors, and status offenses. Ninety per-
cent of girls in alternative supervision programs 
“don’t recidivate,” Florez says, “and almost all of 
them show up for their court dates.”
Sherman started working with Rhode Is-
land’s juvenile justice system a few years after 
her trip to Reno. On her first visit, she and a 
handful of JRAP student lawyers were taken 
on a tour of the state’s shiny new detention 
center, says Kevin Aucoin, deputy director 
of the Rhode Island Department of Children, 
Youth, and Families. Sherman “thought the 
new facility was great,” he recalls, “but she 
asked, ‘Where are the girls?’” 
She must have found the answer dis-
heartening. While the boys were getting the 
benefit of the new facility, the girls were being 
warehoused a five minute walk away, in a 
dilapidated and ancient building once used 
as a mental hospital. Most services for the 
girls—healthcare, education, mental health—
were run out of the new building, says Aucoin. 
“Even to go to the gym,” he says, “you had to 
line [the girls] up, get security, put them in 
handcuffs, load them into a van” and then 
undo the process at the other end.
After interviewing staff and detainees, Sher-
man and her students put together a report that 
helped persuade Rhode Island to change all that, 
arguing that, as the JDAI process advanced, the 
state would be detaining fewer boys, freeing up 
The existence of large disparities in the charging and sen-
tencing of girls is one of many hard facts and critical in-
sights that Sherman has collected and added to the national 
conversation on how to fix the juvenile justice system.
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Two alumni of the Juvenile Rights Advocacy 
Project (JRAP), a BC Law School clinic serving 
children’s legal needs, have won Equal Justice 
Works fellowships, which pay recent law school 
graduates to work for two years on a public interest 
law project of their own devising. Tere Ramos ’14, 
a native Spanish speaker, will provide legal services 
to special needs children from Spanish-speaking 
families in Lawrence. Paul Easton ’13 will advocate 
for the educational needs of young patients at a 
health clinic in Chelsea, another Bay State city with 
many recent immigrants. 
Ramos entered law school in mid-career, having 
worked as an economist. The change in direction 
came when she learned that one of her children 
had autism—and also learned how hard it is for 
parents of children with disabilities to understand 
their children’s educational rights. 
“Few parents,” she says, “know that access 
to computers, the right to inclusion in a regular 
classroom, a list of goals such as learning to ride a 
bike or master cursive writing are mandated by law.” 
It’s even worse for parents who don’t speak English 
and may have been told, falsely, that their kids 
don’t qualify for services because of the parents’ 
immigration status. During her year at JRAP, 
Ramos represented, among other clients, a boy 
with a reading disability who’d been denied reading 
services by his school. “Ultimately,” she says, “the 
[school] district agreed to provide an incredible 
number of hours of compensatory services, so now 
he is finally learning to read at age sixteen.”
Like Ramos, Easton came to law school with 
an interest in children’s education, having taught 
school in a poor Philadelphia neighborhood. 
At JRAP, he represented the fourteen-year-old 
daughter of an incarcerated father and a drug-
addicted mother, a girl who’d been moving back 
and forth between secure detention and foster care 
after having assaulted a police officer. 
“She was placed in an awful foster home that 
she ran away from and was then sent back to 
incarceration—a very difficult life for a fourteen-
year-old,” says Easton. JRAP successfully pushed 
the system to “provide her as much stability as 
possible, living in the neighborhood where she grew 
up and attending a normal school,” he says. “She’s 
still going through ups and downs”—including a 
hospital stay after an attempted suicide. “It’s not 
always 100 percent success stories,” says Easton, 
“but we were able to provide her with a voice.” 
With the kind of tough cases JRAP often takes 
on, “it’s easy to get dejected and worn down,” 
says Ramos, but Professor Francine Sherman ’80, 
JRAP’s director, “was really good at helping us stay 
committed…. She has an open-door policy so that 
you can have a frank discussion of things that go 
well and things that don’t.”
Easton agrees, saying Sherman leads by 
example because of her hard work, “enthusiasm for 
doing whatever she can for these kids, and also her 
joy in helping us develop our legal skills.” 
FINDING THEIR PASSION
Two grads turn clinical experience into  
winning proposals to assist children. 
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ample space for girls in the new facility. As a 
result, and with the blessing of budget-minded 
legislators, the old building closed, and the girls 
moved to a unit in the new one. 
At the same time, as she had done in Reno, 
Sherman worked with  Rhode Island officials to 
analyze their  data on detained girls. As in Reno, 
they concluded “that a number of females were 
being locked up not because of their offenses 
or their risk of reoffending but for their safety,” 
says Aucoin. While the number of boys detained 
in Rhode Island has dropped by more than 40 
percent since JDAI first went to work there, the 
number of girls has dropped by 80 percent, from 
twenty down to four. Meanwhile, state spending 
on juvenile detention has dropped by $3 million 
annually, a 19 percent saving when you adjust 
for inflation. And all this, says Aucoin, has hap-
pened “without increased safety risks for youth 
in the community.”
Massachusetts, like Rhode Island, has 
worked with JDAI to lower its numbers of 
youth in detention. In the last five years—a 
period when the age of adult jurisdiction 
in the commonwealth was raised by a year, 
diverting thousands of court-involved kids 
into the juvenile justice system—the state has 
nonetheless reduced its census of detained 
youth by one third, allowing it to close secure 
facilities, says Peter Forbes, director of the 
state’s Department of Youth Services. Forbes 
adds that he expects more big reductions in 
coming years. Five years ago, he says, “every 
kid in detention [in Massachusetts] was in 
secure detention, but now we have shelter care 
and foster care alternatives, and Fran was part 
of that conversation early on.” 
Many of his recent conversations with 
Sherman have to do not with the system but 
with individual clients, though. “She’s really 
tenacious,” Forbes observes. “She has gone to 
the wall for individual girls, and it’s interesting 
to have a nationally known expert calling you 
to advocate for an individual girl.”  
Interesting, certainly, but also telling, be-
cause it’s Sherman’s one-on-one relationships 
with girls that have made her so unusual and 
so valuable as a researcher. Having worked in 
the trenches with detained young people like 
Dawn Monteiro, Sherman “knows the girls,” 
says Jeannette Pai-Espinosa, president of the 
National Crittenden Foundation, a family of 
agencies supporting girls and young women. 
“They’re not just data to her. She sees them as 
part of the solution, not the problem, and she 
really understands the context of their lives.”
 That understanding is responsible in large 
part for what colleagues see as Sherman’s big-
gest achievement: simply drawing the attention 
of people with power—not only scholars and 
advocates but also prosecutors, judges, police, 
politicians, and probation and juvenile justice 
officials—to girls, and girls’ distinctive needs. 
“To get girls to be a focus has required real 
effort because they’re a small part, around 15 
percent, of [system-involved youth] and also 
because of simple inertia, because lots of juve-
nile justice systems don’t want to change,” says 
Mark Soler, executive director of the Center 
for Children’s Law and Policy, a juvenile justice 
reform organization. “Because of Fran’s work, 
lots of systems are thinking, ‘What kind of 
programs can we have for girls?’ ”
During thirty years as a feature writer for maga-
zines and newspapers, David Reich has published 
profiles of nationally known political figures as 
well as articles on politics, business, science and 
technology, the arts, the law, and law enforce-
ment. His novel The Antiracism Trainings was 
published in 2010, and he’s currently working on 
a memoir about serving as a late friend’s executor. 
Juvenile Justice
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meet the 
u n f l a p p a b l e 
unrelentingly positive david simas
From humble beginnings as the son of Portuguese immigrants 
simas wows 
political operatives and voters 
alike to become a key 
white house advisor
by peter perl                                                 photographs by david deal
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 GREAT CASES
 On the CNN split screen, Tapper furrows 
his brow. “David, you are not still saying this 
is just a volume question, right?” He pushes 
Simas to acknowledge a huge mess of frozen 
computers, software glitches, design malfunc-
tions, and failure to test properly. “You are not 
actually still saying it’s a question of volume?”  
Tapper cuts him short, frowning. “David, 
can you promise that the website will be fully 
functioning” by the deadlines set by the Af-
fordable Care Act? 
“So, Jake,” Simas replies, touting an 800 
phone number and countless “assisters and 
navigators” who will help sign people up. 
“We’ll be ready.”
“You didn’t answer my question,” Tapper 
insists, his voice rising, “Will the website be up 
and running?...Can you promise?... Yes or no? 
Can you promise?”
“So, Jake, yes...” Simas begins.
“Yes...” says Tapper.
“Yes, between the website and all the other 
ways people have to sign up...”
Above the TV caption identifying him as 
“White House Deputy Senior Advisor,” Simas, 
dark-haired, slender, and earnest, admits it has 
been “a bumpy three weeks.” But he calmly, 
earnestly assures Tapper and his millions of 
viewers that it very soon will be a “good con-
sumer experience.”
n a sunny october afternoon, David Simas ’95 
is standing on the front lawn of the White House, 
peering straight into the TV camera, and telling 
CNN’s Jake Tapper that President Obama’s trou-
bled healthcare.gov website was overwhelmed by 
an unexpected flood of 8.6 million users in its first three days. But “the 
good news,” Simas says, is that the site is rapidly improving every day.  
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“But that really wasn’t the question,” Tap-
per snaps.
Simas, eyes fixed on the camera, remains 
unflappable, unrelentingly positive.
“Okay…,” Tapper finally says, quietly. As 
the four-minute segment ends, Tapper has a 
weary smile, knowing he has been outdueled. 
When this exchange gets posted on YouTube, 
its headline says, “Jake Tapper Fails to Get WH 
Adviser to Promise Obamacare Will Be Ready 
for Deadlines.”
Meet David Matos Simas, a forty-four-year-
old first-generation Portuguese-American, 
the son of two immigrant factory workers who 
never made it past fourth grade, and now a ris-
ing star who has become the face of the Obama 
administration on several key issues. Simas, 
(pronounced SEE-mas) a native of Taunton, 
Massachusetts, and a 1995 graduate of Boston 
College Law School, has had a meteoric ascent 
from the Taunton school board through Massa-
chusetts state government to become Assistant 
to the President and Director of the White 
House Office of Political Strategy and Outreach.
Just weeks earlier, Simas had been giving 
PowerPoint presentations all over Capitol Hill, 
optimistically envisioning a healthcare site 
as easy to use as Travelocity. Now, he found 
himself the target of withering political and 
media attacks. It would have been easy to be-
come defensive, combative, even angry toward 
his critics, but, according to his colleagues and 
friends, that is not who Simas is and that is not 
why he has rapidly ascended to an office in the 
West Wing, playing a crucial role in the lead-
up to the 2014 midterm elections. 
“I have the honor and privilege of walking 
through the gates of 1600 Pennsylvania Av-
enue every day,” Simas said in an interview at 
his comfortable White House office. He is thin, 
darkly intense, and looks tired, with bags under 
his eyes and a five o’clock shadow. He usually 
talks rapidly, but he never loses eye contact 
with his interviewer, nor does he ever lose his 
modesty. “I am still—every day—humbled by 
the opportunity that 
this kid from Taunton, 
Mass., who is the son of 
Antonio and Deolinda 
Simas has every day. 
The president demands 
this of us: ‘Are you doing 
something every day to 
help people?’ And so I 
am sitting here and just completely honored.”         
Simas’ single-minded devotion to the 
Obama agenda, his tireless work habits 
(twelve-hour workdays, skipping lunch, fueled 
only by coffee and water), and his ability to 
articulate a message and fire up an audience 
have given him something of a celebrity status 
among Democratic Party insiders.
“He is just a really grounded guy who knows 
who he is, where he is, and where he is from,” 
Jim Messina, the 2012 Obama campaign man-
ager, said in an interview. “It’s not about ego, 
it’s about helping people and doing a job, and 
it’s a reason why people love Simas.” If Simas 
were to ever run for higher office, as many have 
suggested, Messina said, “I would donate the 
maximum amount the next day, and if he asked 
me, I would work for his campaign.” 
Simas’ rapid rise in Washington was of-
ficially validated on March 1, when the New 
York Times published a profile of him on the 
front page of the Sunday paper. The Times 
described him as becoming a key behind-the-
scenes force at the White House thanks to his 
qualities of being “driven, data-obsessed, and 
a relentless salesman.” Simas, who is consis-
tently described by friends and colleagues 
as naturally self-effacing, characteristically 
declined to be interviewed for the high-profile 
story in the Times. But a variety of prominent 
fans sung his praises for his uncanny politi-
cal instincts and his natural, personal touch, 
including Massachusetts Governor Deval 
Patrick, who appointed Simas as his deputy 
chief of staff in 2006. “There’s a big part of suc-
cessful politicking and policy thinking which 
is about people feeling that you see them,” the 
governor said. “Not that you just see them as a 
data point, but you see them in human terms. 
David really gets that.”
“He is one of the very top people in the 
White House but he still maintains a real sense 
of humility and an openness to ideas,” James 
Kessler, vice-president of Third Way, a centrist 
Democratic research organization, said in an 
interview. “A lot of people come into a meeting 
and think they have all the answers, but he is 
not one of those guys. He has an amazing repu-
tation.” Kessler said a top administration of-
ficial recently told him “everyone loves Simas. 
In a world where everyone is seen to be part of 
a snake pit, he is not seen as a snake.” 
THE POLITICAL ROOTS of David Simas trace 
back to the living room of the modest, white 
two-bedroom home of Antonio and Deolinda 
Simas in a working-class neighborhood of 
Taunton known as “Portuguese Village.” It was 
here, in a household where hardly any English 
was spoken until David started school, that his 
father instilled in him an avid interest in the hu-
man impact of political policies and decisions.
“I remember sitting in the living room and 
Dad would watch the news religiously every 
night, and read the Taunton Gazette, and we 
would have conversations about what we read 
and what was on TV,” Simas recalled in the 
interview. “Our discussions were always very 
tangible, never abstract. It was an important 
★ ★ ★
President Obama  
walks with  Simas, 
a first-generation 
Portuguese- 
American, at the 
NATO Summit in 
Lisbon, Portugal.
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lesson—not ideological or theoretical, but 
‘How does this help me, how does it hurt me’” 
and other people in the community?
“So, for me, politics was something that 
was very connected to the day-to-day lives of 
people around me.”
A formative event shook Simas at the age of 
four, when his mother, working in a silver-
ware-making factory, lost two fingers when a 
malfunctioning iron press crushed her hand. 
Family lore recalls that day in September, 1974, 
when David had picked a bouquet of flowers 
for his mother’s return from work, only to 
throw them away and cry hysterically when he 
heard the news.
“It is one of my first memories. I remember 
how our entire extended Portuguese family 
rallied together,” Simas said. “This horrible 
thing happened, but yet all of a sudden this 
group of people, your family, just surrounded 
you and lifted everybody up. So I say this to 
my daughters frequently: At the end of the 
day, what you have is your family. Period. 
And for me that initial 
experience was pretty 
significant in terms of 
seeing how people can 
come together.” The Si-
mas family remains very 
close-knit today, accord-
ing to his only sibling, 
younger sister Melissa 
Simas Tyler, a television 
journalist who lives only a few miles from 
the family’s original home. “We believe that 
David is such a special person. He has been 
inspiring people for as long as I have known 
him,” Tyler said. “In our family, we want him 
to go further in his career.” 
The other pivotal outcome of his mother’s 
injury was that it inspired his career choice. 
The Simas family, with few resources or lan-
guage skills, was greatly assisted by a Portu-
guese lawyer “whose job was to fight for my 
mother,” he recalled. The young boy accompa-
nied his parents to many of the lawyer visits 
over the five-year course of a lawsuit, and by 
the time it ended in a relatively modest settle-
ment, the lawyer had become the youngster’s 
hero and a model for his future.
Young Simas blossomed into a politician 
and a star at Coyle and Cassidy High School, 
an academically and religiously demanding 
Catholic school whose motto is “Enter to Learn, 
Leave to Serve.” He was senior class president, 
a football running back, and captain of the 
baseball team. Soon after graduating Stonehill 
College in Easton, Mass., and BC Law School, 
he launched a law practice and political career 
in his home town. Handling criminal cases, 
evictions, divorces, and other needs of his 
mostly Portuguese clientele, he also led a politi-
cal demonstration of some 15,000 people, the 
largest in the town’s memory, to successfully 
demand that the local cable company carry the 
Portuguese-language channel for free.
His law school education at Boston College 
is central to everything that he has done since. 
“The ability to quickly dive into an issue, make 
sense of it, and then formulate it into a discus-
sion either advocating or opposing a position…
That is absolutely core,” Simas explained. He 
also said the Law School’s commitment to 
public service helped inspire his subsequent 
path. Simas’ success is no surprise to Associate 
Professor Francine Sherman, director of the 
BC Law’s Juvenile Rights Advocacy Project, 
who taught him in first-year research and 
writing. “I have taught a lot of students, and he 
is definitely memorable,” she said, describing 
him as “a really smart guy, and very open and 
warm and connected to people.”   
Simas’ political acumen led to a successful 
campaign at age twenty-three for the Taunton 
School Committee, during which he recruited 
his mother and much of his extended family to 
knock on thousands of doors. Then came the 
Taunton City Council, then election as county 
registrar, and then an unexpected invitation in 
2005 to become Deval Patrick’s gubernatorial 
debate partner, playing the role of Democratic 
and Republican challengers. This led to a key 
role in Patrick’s administration, and thanks to 
the governor’s strong recommendation, to the 
White House. Simas worked for the president’s 
closest confidantes, including David Axelrod 
and David Plouffe, who became mentors and 
advocates, leading Simas to a central spot in 
the 2012 campaign.
Moving his wife and two daughters to 
Chicago, Simas coordinated the use of polling 
and focus groups to help constantly refine the 
message that would be delivered every day by 
nearly two million volunteers working in local 
communities in the Obama “ground game.” 
“DAVID OVERSAW MORE DATA and more infor-
mation during the 2012 campaign than proba-
bly anybody else ever has,” said Dan Balz, chief 
political reporter of the Washington Post and 
author of a major book on the race. “He was 
overseeing a huge research operation that was 
looking at every piece of data they possibly 
could, and he was a central cog in that whole 
Simas and Nancy-
Ann DeParle, direc-
tor of the White 
House Office for 
Health Reform, take 
part in a healthcare 
briefing for Presi-
dent Obama.
“ there’s a big part of 
successful politicking 
and policy thinking 
which is about people 
feeling that you see 
them. not that you 
just see them as a data 
point, but you see them 
in human terms. david 
really gets that.” 
massachusetts governor deval patrick
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operation. He was the traffic cop.” Simas said 
he had never focused on data and polling until 
he saw its tremendous importance in telling 
the human stories crucial to the campaign.
He said the polling data taught him that the 
key national issues in 2012 were essentially 
the same as the local issues he encountered 
twenty years earlier in Taunton. “People did 
not want to talk to you about policy” but rather 
about what Simas calls “five pillars” of politics. 
“They wanted to talk about their work and 
having a job, about the schools and giving their 
kids a chance to do better than they did, about 
their home and having a safe neighborhood 
where their kids could go and play, and their 
health, so when I get sick, I want to be taken 
care of, and about their retirement.”
He also drew on his personal background 
to help hatch the highly damaging attack on 
Republican Mitt Romney for his previous role 
leading companies that outsourced thousands 
of American jobs. “My parents, my aunts, and 
uncles were factory workers and we had expe-
rienced the effects of outsourcing on people,” 
Simas said. Obama polling and focus groups 
surfaced those same anxieties. “You would 
hear a story in Ohio, you would hear it echoed 
in Iowa, and you would hear it the next night 
in Denver and southwestern Pennsylvania. 
And all of those discussions sounded just like 
what I had heard from the folks in Taunton, 
folks who worked in silver factories, curtain 
factories, shoe factories. So this was real, 
because this is what I had heard.”
In his high school yearbook, Simas wrote 
that his ambition was “to marry, grow old, 
have ten children, and die a happy man in the 
mountains of New Hampshire.” He laughs at 
the memory, and reflects on how fortunate he 
has been to marry his high school sweetheart, 
Shauna, and have two daughters, Payton, fif-
teen, and Rowan, eight. Simas said he felt a bit 
bad because he has moved his family five times 
since embarking on his political career, “but 
they have been wonderful. They have thrived 
and been wonderful.” 
Messina, the 2012 campaign manager, said 
that Simas’ passion made him remarkably ef-
fective at firing up Obama campaigners, both 
internally and externally. That charisma was on 
vivid display when Simas bounced on stage to 
loud applause at the 2013 convention of “Gen-
eration Progress,” a political organization aimed 
at millenials. “You in this room will transform 
this country!” he shouted, striding back and 
forth, deploying the expressive voice, distinctive 
hand gestures, and soaring rhetoric of a veteran 
campaigner. Speaking for eleven minutes with-
out notes, he challenged the twenty- and thirty-
somethings to change the world “and make 
sure that we turn over a planet to our children 
and grandchildren that is worth turning over 
to them.” He waved his arms and strode off to 
hoots, hollers, and passionate applause.   
Such performances are vintage Simas, 
according to Messina. “David would give 
these amazing presentations about where the 
American family was, who they were, and what 
their values and hopes and dreams were... and 
he would never forget why we were doing this.
“And invariably people would walk out of 
the room in tears because of the stories that 
David had told them. Or they’d be so jazzed that 
they would want to go out and knock on more 
doors. By the end of the campaign, David had 
kind of surpassed Ax [David Axelrod] as our 
best speaker.” Messina concluded, “America 
needs more David Simases.”
Peter Perl, a freelance writer in Silver Spring, 
Maryland, worked for the  Washington Post 
for thirty-two years berfore retiring in 2013. 
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73 Sander A. Rikleen is a partner in the Litiga-tion Department at 
Sherin and Lodgen LLP in Boston. 
He was previously a partner in the 
Boston office of Edwards Wildman.
76 Seth H. Langson is the author of “The Need to Fight Child Sex 
Abuse,” an article published in Trial 
Briefs, the quarterly publication of 
the North Carolina Advocates for 
Justice. He is an attorney at Karro, 
Sellers & Langson in Charlotte, NC, 
and focuses his practice on the rep-
resentation of victims of sex abuse. 
77 Anne Goldbach, director of forensic services for the Com-
mittee for Public Counsel Services 
where she has worked since law 
school, was honored as Woman 
of the Year by the Women’s Law 
Center at its annual reception in 
Barat House in April. Goldbach is a 
past president of the Massachusetts 
Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers, has served on the board 
of directors of the Massachusetts 
Council for Public Justice, and was 
presented with the Duggan Award 
at the Public Council Services’ an-
nual conference last year.
Mary K. Ryan, a partner in the 
Litigation Department at Nutter 
McClennen & Fish in Boston, was 
recently honored with the William 
Reece Smith Jr. Special Services 
to Pro Bono award presented by 
the National Association of Pro 
Bono Professionals. The award 
honors an attorney who has made 
an outstanding commitment and 
positive impact on the institutions 
and systems of providing pro bono 
legal services. 
78 Therese D. Pritchard was named chair-elect of Bryan Cave 
LLP, and in October will become 
the first woman to serve as chair in 
the firm’s 140-year history. Practic-
ing in the firm’s Washington, DC, 
office, she focuses on securities and 
financial institutions enforcement 
and litigation.
79 Kenneth F. Berg is the author of “Suitabil-ity: At the Corner of 
Series 3 and Series 7,” an article pub-
lished in the NIBA Journal in Febru-
ary. A partner in the Chicago, IL, 
office of Ulmer & Berne, he practices 
in the areas of complex commercial 
and business litigation.
80 Robert J. Ambrogi was elected president of the Massachusetts 
Bar Foundation. He is principal at 
the Law Offices of Robert Ambrogi in 
Rockport, MA, where he represents 
clients in media and technology. He 
also serves as executive director 
of the Massachusetts Newspaper 
Publishers Association.
Hon. Phillip L. Weiner, former in-
ternational war crimes judge at the 
Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
was inducted into the inaugural 
Malden (MA) High School Alumni 
Association Hall of Fame.
81 iChuck Greavesi an-nounces the publica-tion of The Last Heir, 
the third installment in his award-
winning series of legal mysteries, 
published by Minotaur Books in June.
82 David P. Linsky is of counsel at Tarlow, Breed, Hart & Rodg-
ers PC in Boston and focuses his 
practice on civil and criminal litiga-
tion, zoning issues, and domestic 
relations law. He also serves as the 
Massachusetts state representative 
for the 5th Middlesex District.
84 Richard J. McCready is president of The Davis Companies in 
Boston, where he also serves as a 
chair of the Executive Committee 
and as a member of the Investment 
Committee. He will play a leading 
role in day-to-day management and 
strategic planning. He formerly 
served as the chief operating officer 
and executive vice president of 
NorthStar Realty Finance Corp.
Christopher R. Vaccaro is a partner 
at Boston-based Looney & Gross-
man LLP and concentrates his 
practice in real estate and banking, 
representing developers and finan-
cial institutions in commercial and 
residential transactions.
85 Marguerite Dorn has launched a consulting firm that focuses on 
women’s advancement and leader-
ship. MMDorn Consulting part-
ners works with businesses and 
educational institutions to bring 
presentations and training on issues 
important to women. It also offers 
mentor-coaching to individual 
women on self-advocacy, work-fami-
ly, and leadership skills. Her website 
is mmdornconsulting.com.
Thomas L. Finigan was appointed 
associate justice of the Stoughton 
(MA) District Court by Governor 
Deval Patrick in September. He was 
previously chief of the Narcotics 
Unit and a member of the Homicide 
Team at the Norfolk County (MA) 
District Attorney’s Office.
We gladly publish alumni news. 
Send submissions to BC Law 
Magazine, 885 Centre St., 
Newton, MA 02459-1163, or 
email to sandervi@bc.edu.

CHUCK GREAVES ’81
Hot Off the Press The Last 
Heir, the third installment in his 
Jack MacTaggart legal mystery 
series, hit bookstores in June. 
In Character Protagonist 
Jack MacTaggart, a lawyer, 
gets caught up in the crossfire 
of estrangement, betrayal, 
and murder as the scions of a 
California wine dynasty grapple 
for control. Parallel Lives 
Greaves himself is a vigneron 
and former LA trial attorney, 
who now lives in Santa Fe. The 
Buzz “A likeable, wisecracking 
lawyer-detective—Jim Rock-
ford with a law degree,” says 
William Landay ’90, author of 
Defending Jacob.
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87 Xiomara Corral is senior vice president and legal counsel at 
Santander Securities in Boston. 
She was previously a senior vice 
president and legal counsel at RBS 
Citizens Bank in Boston.
iMathew S. Rosengarti was rec-
ognized in Variety’s “2014 Legal 
Impact Report” as one of sixty 
“game-changing” attorneys in the 
entertainment industry, and named 
to the Hollywood Reporter’s “Power 
Lawyers 2014” list of the industry’s 
top 100 attorneys. He is a partner 
and a member of the litigation prac-
tice in the Los Angeles, CA, office of 
Greenberg Traurig LLP.
88 Paul R. Greenberg is a  director in the Boston  office of Preti Flaherty  
and a member of the firm’s litigation 
and professional liability groups.
89 Warren E. Agin, chair of the Bankruptcy De-partment for Swiggart 
& Agin LLC in Boston, was named a 
special advisor to the American Bar 
Association Standing Committee on 
Membership. 
Alan S. Gale is the recipient of the 
Perseverance Award presented by 
the Civil Division of the US Depart-
ment of Justice in recognition of 
his trial and appellate victories over 
United Technologies Corporation 
(UTC). The decade-long litigation 
resulted in a record-setting $664 
million judgment against UTC for 
violations of the False Claims Act in 
connection with the sale of fighter 
aircraft engines to the US Air Force.
Hon. Eleanor C. Sinnott, a former 
US Navy intelligence officer, is the 
presiding judge over the Veterans 
Treatment Court, a new and special-
ized court session of the Boston 
Municipal Court.
91 Manuel L. Crespo was emcee at the Dade County Bar Association 
Bench and Bar Conference in Febru-
ary. He is a partner at Sanchez-Medi-
na, Gonzalez, Quesada, Lage, Crespo, 
Gomez, Machado & Preira LLP in 
Coral Gables, FL, and concentrates 
his practice on real property transac-
tions and civil litigation.
Roland Sanchez-Medina Jr. was 
elected to the Florida Bar Board of 
Governors for a two-year term. He 
was a member of the “Merger of Tax, 
M&A, and Banking Law” panel at 
the Dade County (FL) Bar Associa-
tion Bench and Bar Conference in 
Coral Gables, FL, in February; and 
was named chair of HistoryMiami’s 
11th Judicial Circuit Historical 
Society Board of Directors in April. 
A partner at Sanchez-Medina, 
Gonzalez, Quesada, Lage, Crespo, 
Gomez, Machado & Preira LLP in 
Coral Gables, FL, he focuses his 
practice in the areas of corporate 
and securities law.
92 Robert P. Charbonneau was named chair of the Bankruptcy/UCC 
Committee of the Florida Bar Busi-
ness Law Section. He is a founding 
member and managing partner at 
Ehrenstein Charbonneau Calderin 
in Miami, FL, and concentrates his 
practice in the areas of corporate 
restructuring and creditors’ rights.
Tamsin R. Kaplan is included 
in the 2014 edition of Chambers 
USA for her practice in labor and 
employment law. A partner at Davis, 
Malm & D’Agostine PC in Boston, 
she is a member of the Women’s 
Bar Association Board of Directors, 
the Massachusetts Bar Association 
Business Law Section Council, and 
the Massachusetts Continuing Legal 
Education Labor and Employment 
Curriculum Advisory Committee.
Gina M. Signorello was named 
senior vice president and deputy 
general counsel at Hewlett-Packard 
Company in Palo Alto, CA.
93 Brigida Benitez was sworn in as the forty-third president of the 
District of Columbia Bar on June 
17. A partner at Steptoe & Johnson 
LLP, she has served the DC Bar in a 
number of capacities. She has also 
been president of the Hispanic Bar 
Association of DC, a member of the 
board of directors of the Women’s 
Bar Association of DC, and a mem-
ber of the BC Law Alumni Board.
iDarren T. Binderi, vice president 
and deputy general counsel of Bon 
Secours Health System Inc. based 
in Marriottsville, MD, is co-founder 
of City Dogs Rescue, a volunteer-
run, 501(c)(3) nonprofit in Wash-
ington, DC.
Hon. Donald J. Cannava, appointed 
by Florida Governor Rick Scott as 
a Miami-Dade County Court judge 
in the 11th Judicial Circuit for 
2011–2014, was elected to a six-year 
term beginning January 2015. He 
presides over a Domestic Violence 
Division and a Domestic Violence 
Drug Court, and serves as an acting 
circuit court judge for civil injunc-
tion hearings.
95 Terrance C. Heath is the recipient of the Dr. Stephen R. Chitwood 
Law Firm Management Prize as 
Distinguished Scholar presented by 
the George Washington University’s 
College of Professional Studies, 
where he completed his master’s 
degree in the Law Firm Manage-
ment Program. He is the managing 
partner of Heath-Newton LLP in 
San Francisco, CA.
Daniel E. Will was appointed by 
Governor Maggie Hassan to serve 
MATTHEW S.  
ROSENGART ’87
Cases Won breach of contract 
lawsuit for former talent 
managers of actress Julianna 
Margulies; achieved victory 
for Oscar-nominated writer-
director Kenneth Lonergan in a 
suit with a producer of his film 
Margaret. Accolades Recog-
nized as a “game-changing” 
entertainment attorney by 
Variety Magazine and a 2014 
Top 100 Power Lawyer by the 
Hollywood Reporter. Early 
Influence An appellate judicial 
clerkship under then NH 
Supreme Court Justice David 
Souter. Inspiration Combin-
ing litigation and trial skills 
“with the fascinating subject 
matter of the entertainment 
business has been fun and 
rewarding.” Formative Book 
To Kill a Mockingbird.
Summer 2014 BC LAW MAGAZINE  53
on the New Hampshire Judicial 
Council. A litigation partner in the 
Manchester, NH, office of Divine 
Millimet, he was elected to the firm’s 
board of directors for 2014, and is 
a member of the New Hampshire 
Supreme Court Attorney Discipline 
Hearings Panel, the New Hampshire 
Judicial Performance Evaluation 
Advisory Committee, and the New 
Hampshire Bar Association Com-
mittee on Cooperation with Courts. 
97 Howard L. Brown is co-author of “The Navajo Preference in 
Employment Act: A Review and Up-
date of Cases and Rules, 2010–2012” 
published in the Fall 2013 issue of 
the New Mexico Law Review. He is a 
partner in the Flagstaff, AZ, office of 
Shorall McGoldrick Brinkmann.
Fernando M. Pinguelo earned 
accreditation as a Certified Informa-
tion Privacy Professional/United 
States through the International As-
sociation of Privacy Professionals; 
spoke at the National Organization 
of Bar Counsel 2014 Mid-Year Meet-
ing in Chicago, IL, on a panel entitled 
“Professional Crossroads: Ethical 
Issues and Professional Responsibil-
ities with Respect to E-Discovery”; 
and co-authored “Electronic Data, 
Cyber Security, and Crisis Manage-
ment,” a chapter in the 2013–2014 
edition of eDiscovery for Corporate 
Counsel published by Thomson-
West. A partner at Scarinci Hol-
lenbeck LLC, he works from the 
firm’s New York, NY; Ocean, NJ; and 
Washington, DC, offices. 
98 Geaneen M. Arends is a partner in the Detroit, MI, office of Butzel 
Long and concentrates her practice 
on general business law and com-
mercial real estate.
iKimberly A. Lowei was named to 
“The (Real) Power 50” list for 2014 
by Minnesota Business Magazine 
for her involvement with the Min-
nesota Public Benefit Corporation 
Act. She is a partner in the Minne-
apolis, MN, office of Fredrikson & 
Byron PA, a member of the Min-
nesota State Bar Association Legal 
Education Task Force, and presi-
dent-elect of the Hennepin County 
(MN) Bar Association.
99 Alexandria E. Kane is counsel in the New York, NY, office of 
White and Williams LLP and con-
centrates her practice on corporate 
law, securities, and mergers and 
acquisitions. 
Jennifer J. Smith was named 
executive director of the Interna-
tional Legal Foundation (ILF). In 
her previous position as the ILF’s 
advocacy director, she spearheaded 
efforts to strengthen international 
support for the right to quality 
legal representation for the poor, 
and played a key role in drafting 
the United Nations Principles and 
Guidelines on Access to Legal Aid in 
Criminal Justice Systems.
00 Gretchen M. Hunt is the Democratic candidate for the 
Kentucky State House of Represen-
tatives District 48. She currently 
serves as staff attorney for the Ken-
tucky Association of Sexual Assault 
Programs in Frankfort, KY.
KIMBERLY LOWE ’98
Practice  
Partner, Fredrik-
son & Byron, 
Minneapolis, 
MN. Accolade 
Made The (Real) Power 50 list 
for 2014 by Minnesota Business 
Magazine as one of “the most 
important people to know if you 
wish to conduct business in the 
state of Minnesota.” Reason 
Her work on the Minnesota 
Public Benefit Corporation 
Act (MPBCA) from legislative 
draft to law. Result Minnesota 
joins growing number of states 
allowing hybrid companies that 
incorporate social and environ-
mental benefit, in addition to 
profit, as charter goals. Quote 
“Social businesses have a role to 
play in helping to solve today’s 
social challenges.”
Reunion Events—Come Back and Celebrate
For alumni from classes ending in 4 or 9
Come back to where it all began—where you met lifelong friends, explored your passions, and 
were challenged to excel like never before.
Mark your calendar now for October 17-19, a weekend celebration filled with social, 
academic, and networking events in Boston and on campus.
Registration begins in August. Visit www.bc.edu/lawreunion or contact the alumni office 
at 617-552-4378 or bclawalumni@bc.edu for more information.
Alumni Board & Assembly Meetings
At the Alumni Board & Assembly meetings this weekend, elections will be held for the 2015 
Alumni Board. If you have volunteered for the Law School since 2013, you are a member  
of the Assembly and may vote for members of the Alumni Board. Please check our website at 
www.bc.edu/lawalumni for further information on the election and other notices. For more 
information on the Assembly, the election, or how to join the Board, contact Christine Kelly 
at christine.kelly.3@bc.edu. 
REUNION WEEKEND: OCTOBER 17-19, 2014
DARREN BINDER ’93
Avocation Co-founder of City 
Dogs Rescue, a volunteer-run, 
nonprofit in Washington, DC. 
Why? “Rescue is stressful work, 
but it’s enormously rewarding, 
and these dogs often have no 
one else to help them.” Stats 
Rescued more than 800 dogs 
from high-kill, overcrowded 
shelters since 2011. Pets Grew 
up with Gidget, a black lab; now 
has a rescue dog, Cody, and two 
rescue cats. Website citydog-
srescuedc.org. Vocation Vice 
president and deputy general 
counsel, Bon Secours Health 
System, Inc., Marriottsville, MD.
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01 Louis S. Mercedes is a partner in the Boston office of Jones Day and 
a member of the firm’s private equity 
practice. He was previously a part-
ner in the Boston office of Edwards 
Wildman Palmer LLP.
02 Michael L. Detweiler, as a featured speaker at the Pennsylvania 
Bar Institute Travel Law seminar, 
presented “Legal Issues for Internet 
Travel Sellers” and “Travel Insur-
ance for Industry and Consumers.” 
He is a partner in the Philadelphia, 
PA, office of at Marshall Dennehey 
Warner Coleman & Goggin PC and 
a member of the firm’s Professional 
Liability Department.
Elizabeth T. Milesnick was named 
president-elect of the Oregon 
Women Lawyers Board of Direc-
tors. She is a partner in the Portland, 
OR, office of Miller Nash LLP, and 
focuses her practice on intellec-
tual property matters. In addition, 
she is an adjunct instructor at the 
University of Oregon School of Law 
in Eugene, OR; a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Oregon 
State Bar Intellectual Property Sec-
tion and serves on the bar’s House 
of Delegates; and is a fellow of the 
American Bar Foundation.
03 Teresa L. Cella is a partner in the Boston office of Bingham 
McCutchen LLP and focuses her 
practice on commercial real estate 
transactions, with emphasis on ac-
quisitions, dispositions, leasing, and 
real estate secured financing. 
Matthew C. Curran is of counsel 
at Manley Burke LPA in Cincinnati, 
OH, and focuses his practice on busi-
ness and commercial litigation. He 
was previously in-house counsel at 
Luxottica Retail North America in 
Mason, Ohio.
Ileana Espinosa Christianson was 
named one of the “Top 40 Under 
40” Bankruptcy Lawyers in the 
state of Florida for 2014 by the 
American Society of Legal Advo-
cates. A litigation partner in the 
Miami, FL, office of GrayRobinson, 
she is chair of the Credit Abuse Re-
sistance Education program of the 
Bankruptcy Bar Association of the 
Southern District of Florida, and 
president of the Florida chapter of 
the BC Law Alumni Council.
04 Meredith L. Ainbinder is senior litigation counsel at Osram Syl-
vania Inc. in Danvers, MA, where she 
works with fellow senior corporate 
counsels, Christianna M. L. Reed ’02 
and Robert J. O’Keefe ’02.
Cynthia Grover Hastings is a part-
ner at Perocchi Family Law Group 
LLP in North Andover, MA, and 
focuses her practice on family law 
litigation, including divorce, sup-
port, and custody matters at both the 
trial court and appellate court levels.
Jeremy T. Marr is a special counsel 
in the Boston office of WilmerHale 
and focuses his practice on advising 
clients on technology transactions 
and licensing matters in the life sci-
ences, information technology, elec-
tronics, and entertainment sectors.
Karyl Roberts Martin is a graduate 
of the New Hampshire Center for 
Nonprofits inaugural Hoffman-Hass 
Fellowship program. She is a partner 
in the Manchester, NH, office of 
Sheehan Phinney Bass & Green PA 
NATALIE PROSIN ’11
Position Executive Director, 
Nonhuman Rights Project 
(NhRP), a coalition of lawyers 
and scientists working to obtain 
legal rights for nonhuman ani-
mals. Precedent Her concern 
for animals dates back to a first 
grade chick hatching project. 
Founded BC Law Student 
Animal Legal Defense Fund 
chapter, and spearheaded a 
drive to ban greyhound racing 
by citizen vote and a successful 
cage-free egg campaign for 
BC food services. Highlight 
New York Times Magazine 
May cover story on NhRP’s 
continued litigation seeking 
legal rights for chimpanzees. 
Quote “Human rights belong 
to human beings. We are trying 
to create chimpanzee rights for 
chimpanzees. And that begins 
with the fundamental legal right 
to bodily liberty.”
Carmine R. Santaniello ’51
Bernard F. Hurley ’51
Frank A. Rodrigues ’53
John H. O’Brien ’54
Eugene G. Seems ’54
J. Donald Gracey ’55
Richard P. Bepko ’56
Garrett J. Cullen ’56
Hon. Clifford J. Cawley ’57
James F. Waldron ’58
John S. Holland ’60
Hon. Milton H. Raphaelson ’61
John F. Sisk ’61
Kevin J. O’Leary ’62
Joseph H. Porter ’63
Robert B. Stimpson ’63
Philip M. St. Germain ’65
Thomas J. Grady ’66
Bruce E. Richardson ’66
Paul R. Sidel ’70
Georgeann F. Abbanat ’71
Richard T. Egan ’71
Terence J. Fitzgerald ’71
Ruben E. Pope III ’74
Walter J. Konjolka ’78
IN MEMORIAM
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and practices in the areas of busi-
ness and employment litigation.
06 Charles M. Katz-Leavy is a partner in the Portland, ME, office 
of Verrill Dana LLP where he is 
co-chair of the firm’s real estate title 
litigation practice group, and a mem-
ber of its timberlands, agriculture, 
and conservation; commercial lend-
ing; and hospitality practice groups.
Kristin N. Zielmanski is a partner 
at Berman Fink Van Horn PC in 
Atlanta, GA, and focuses her practice 
in the areas of business and real 
estate litigation, labor and employ-
ment, and legal ethics. She is also 
president of the Atlanta Council of 
Younger Lawyers. 
08 John Frank Weaver is the author of Robots Are People Too: How 
Siri, Google Car, and Artificial 
Intelligence Will Force Us to Change 
Our Laws published by Praeger. An 
associate in the Manchester, NH, 
office of McLane Law, he focuses 
his practice on land use, real estate, 
commercial lending, telecommuni-
cations, artificial intelligence, and 
education law.
10 Michael D. Brier is an associate at Boston-based Arrowood Peters 
LLP and practices in the areas of 
business litigation, employment, and 
professional malpractice. Previ-
ously, he was an assistant district 
attorney at the Essex County (MA) 
District Attorney’s Office. He took 
forty cases to trial as a prosecutor.
Sarah L. McGarrell is an associ-
ate at Gennari Aronson LLP in 
Needham, MA. Previously, she was 
counsel for Seaside Investments.
11 iNatalie K. Prosini, the executive director of the Nonhuman Rights 
Project (NhRP), was featured with 
fellow lawyers in a NewYork Times 
Magazine cover story by Charles 
Siebert, “Should a Chimp Be Able to 
Sue Its Owner?” concerning NhRP 
and its efforts to seek legal rights for 
four chimpanzees. 
Amelia Sanchez-Moran is an at-
torney and a member of the em-
ployment and labor practice group 
in the San Francisco, CA, office of 
Thompson & Knight LLP. She was 
previously an associate at Lewis 
Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith in Los 
Angeles, CA.
13 Sonia R. Russo has joined the Albuquer-que, NM, office of 
Modrall Sperling as an associate 
and a member of the firm’s litigation 
group, focusing on civil rights and 
creditors’ rights.
iBrett D. Walkeri, a Suffolk County 
(MA) assistant district attorney 
working at the Central Division of 
the Boston Municipal Court, also 
serves as state liaison to the new 
Boston Veterans Treatment Court, 
a specialized court session that ad-
dresses the needs of veterans who’ve 
been arrested.
BRETT WALKER ’13
Vocation Suffolk County 
Assistant District Attorney. 
Role Assisted in setting up 
the Boston Veterans Treat-
ment Court, a specialized 
court session established to 
handle the cases of veterans 
with service-related disorders. 
He continues to serve as the 
DA’s Office liaison to the court. 
Special Court Model The 
veterans court, drawing on 
unique aspects of military and 
veteran culture, re-creates the 
structure and camaraderie of 
a military unit—the judge is 
the commanding officer, the 
prosecutor is platoon sergeant, 
probation and service providers 
are squad leaders, and the 
veteran defendants are the 
troops—with the rehabilitation 
of traumatized veterans as the 
goal. Still Waters “We are BC 
deep,” he says of the veterans 
court. Others: Hon. Eleanor C. 
Sinnott ’89 is presiding justice; 
Chris Phillips ’87 is assigned 
clerk; Suffolk County Assistant 
District Attorney Susan Terrey, 
BC undergrad, is court supervi-
sor. Background US Military 
Academy graduate; US Army 
infantry officer, served in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and South 
America; International Affairs 
officer for Massachusetts 
National Guard.
 Seeking Law Day Nominations
We welcome your nominations for future Law Day awards. Please take a 
moment to think about a former student, friend, colleague, or member of the 
community who deserves consideration. The awards are:
To submit a nomination, please state the award(s) for which he/she is being nominated, 
include a short bio and description of why the nominee fits the specific award criteria, and 
submit to Director of Alumni Relations Christine A. Kelly ’97 at bclaw.alumni@bc.edu or call 
617-552-4378. You can read more about our awards at www.bc.edu/lawday.
St. Thomas More Award Recognizes a member of the legal community who represents the 
ideals of St. Thomas More. (Not limited to BC Law alumni.) 
William J. Kenealy, SJ, Alumnus/Alumna of the Year Award Recognizes a graduate who has 
given of him or herself to benefit the Law School community. 
Hon. David S. Nelson Public Interest Law Award Recognizes a graduate who has made a 
noteworthy contribution to the public sector or in public interest law. 
Daniel G. Holland Lifetime Achievement Award Recognizes a graduate who has made signifi-
cant contributions to the Law School and/or the community. 
Recent Graduate Award Recognizes the outstanding achievements of a graduate who has 
earned his or her law degree in the past five to ten years. 
Special Service Award Recognizes a faculty member (often at the time of retirement or move-
ment to emeritus status) for extraordinary service to the Law School. 
Regional Chapter Award Recognizes alumni who have made significant contributions to the 
development of their regional BC Law Alumni Chapters. 
LAW DAY 2015
56 BC LAW MAGAZINE  Summer 2014
M
O
RE
 P
H
O
TO
G
RA
PH
: C
H
RI
ST
O
PH
ER
 S
O
LD
T,
 M
TS
, B
C
 Alumni News
 ESQUIRE
TAKING THE LONG 
VIEW PAYS OFF
Estate planner Somerville 
named managing partner.
Though Kurt Somerville ’83 is the 
first to admit that “the administra-
tive details make your hair hurt,” he 
is nonetheless thrilled to have re-
cently taken the helm of Hemenway 
& Barnes as managing partner. “I’m 
blessed with an executive director 
who largely takes the operational 
work off my plate so that I can 
focus on people’s strengths and 
maximizing the whole team,” says 
Somerville, who joined the Boston-
based firm thirty years ago.
Founded in 1863, Hemenway & 
Barnes serves high net worth fami-
lies, businesses and nonprofit organi-
zations through estate planning, 
litigation, corporate work, and real 
estate. “I often refer to estate plan-
ning and being a trustee as good, 
clean lawyering,” says Somerville, 
who also serves as managing direc-
tor and senior trust officer of Hem-
enway Trust Company, a private 
fiduciary firm based in Salem, New 
Hampshire. “It’s not a destructive 
or antagonistic process. It’s about 
establishing long-term relationships 
with clients, relationships that stretch 
over generations. Families look to 
us to solve their legal and financial 
and sometimes emotional problems 
because emotions get tied up in the 
financial and legal problems. Being 
a part of the solution is very profes-
sionally rewarding.”
Somerville found his way to the 
firm when friends and family urged 
him to take a summer internship 
opportunity after this first year of 
law school. “You don’t think about it 
when you start, but when I look back 
over the past thirty years, it’s been an 
incredibly rewarding place to work. 
I think it’s probably the best place 
to do this kind of work in Boston, if 
not the country,” he says. “I got very 
lucky.” —MAURA KING SCULLY
A special dedication ceremony was 
held May 2 to celebrate the Privit-
era family’s gift to Boston College 
Law School of the St. Thomas 
More sculpture that now graces 
the entranceway to the Newton 
campus’ central courtyard. 
The commissioning of the stat-
ue by Bolivian-born sculptor Pablo 
Eduardo, who lives in Gloucester, 
is the most recent example of 
the Privitera family’s commit-
ment to the Law School, which 
already benefits from the Francis 
D. Privitera ’56 Law Scholarship 
and the Philip Joseph Privitera 
’95 Commencement Award. The 
statue bears a plaque in memory of 
Frank Privitera’s wife, Jean, who 
passed away in 2009, and includes 
the names of his children, Francis 
D. Privitera Jr. ’95, Philip Privitera 
’95, and Jeannine Privitera.
Following a Mass at Trinity 
Chapel at which he was celebrant, 
Boston College President William 
P. Leahy, SJ, addressed the gather-
ing of some 100 friends, family, and 
members of the BC Law communi-
ty. For decades to come, he said, “we 
will look at this statue and think 
about living our lives with integrity 
and commitment to a better world.”
Dean Vincent Rougeau called 
the Priviteras a multigenerational 
Law School family who for more 
than half a century have been 
pillars of the BC Law community 
and beyond. “So many people have 
been touched by the Priviteras 
through their legal work and phi-
lanthropy,” he said.
On behalf of the family, Philip 
Privitera spoke of the statue as 
a dream come true. “For over six 
years my father, Frank Privitera, 
and I worked to make what was a 
mere idea to beautify the campus 
into a reality and what will now 
be a permanent part of the Boston 
College Law School landscape,” he 
said. But it is also more than that, 
he added. “It is a gift to all of you, 
and it is a gift to each and everyone 
of us, everywhere, who ever stayed 
true to their conscience.”
‘ A Gift to   
 You All’ 
Priviteras’ generosity funds  
St. Thomas More statue.
To view a video of the statue’s installation,  
go to bc.edu/lawmagvideos.
Philip Privitera ’95, at 
lectern, with Francis D. 
Privitera ’56, Jeannine 
Privitera , and  Francis 
D. Privitera Jr. ’95.
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 CLASS OF 2014 BREAKS PARTICIPATION RECORD
 Gift funds new post-graduate public interest fellowship.
The annual 3L Class Gift Campaign at Boston College Law School broke all Boston College graduation gift par-
ticipation records, galvanizing a record-breaking 96 percent of third-year students in support of the Law School while 
also creating a meaningful legacy for future graduates.
“I’ve been helping student leaders raise funds for the graduation gift since 2006, and it’s exciting to see the 3Ls 
respond to the common mission of giving something back to the school they love,” says David Weinstein ’75, trustee 
of Boston College and member of BC Law’s Dean’s Advisory Board. “This year’s record participation rates are a credit 
to the leaders’ hard work and the strong community spirit the 3Ls fostered throughout their BC Law careers. Looking 
ahead, this 3L giving community lays a solid foundation for future philanthropic engagement that will continue to 
strengthen BC Law for generations to come.”
The students’ gifts, combined with the generous match provided by Weinstein, will fund a BC Law Public Service 
Fellowship for the Class of 2014, and will be awarded next year to a member of the Class of 2015. To recognize and 
reward their fundraising achievement, the Law School is funding a similar fellowship to a student from this year’s class. 
“This accomplishment is remarkable,” said Dean Vincent Rougeau, who hopes that this new benchmark will inspire 
future classes. “These are the stories that speak volumes about how special BC Law is.” 
$3 Million+
Arbella Foundation
Liberty Mutual
$1.5 Million+
David A. T. ’71 and Pamela Donohue
Charles J. ’59 and Barbara Gulino* 
$1 Million+
Anonymous
James A. ’68 and Lois Champy*
Leonard F. ’77 and Geri DeLuca* 
William ’82 and Cynthia Simon
David C. Weinstein ’75 
$750,000+
Estate of Tedd ’35 and Victoria Syak
$500,000+
Roger M. ’62 and Barbara Bougie* 
Michael H. ’83 and Helen Lee 
Joseph M. ’87 and Laura Vanek
$250,000+
Anonymous
Anonymous*
Hugh J. Ault and Martina David-Ault*
Paul T. and Kimberly L. Dacier P ’13, ’17
Robert K. Decelles ’72 and Mary L. DuPont*
Edmund DiSanto ’78 and Colleen W. DiSanto*
William M. and Lynn C. Kargman ’67
Robert D. Keefe ’72
Kieran Estate
Brian J. Knez ’84
Miss Wallace Minot Leonard Foundation
Joan Lukey ’74 and Philip D. Stevenson*
Raymond T. Mancini 
James M. ’73 and Lisa Micali* 
Raymond F. ’61 and Pamelee Murphy* 
Jeanne M. Picerne ’92 
Ronald R. S. Picerne P’92
Michael J. ’77 and Christine Marie Puzo
Frances L. Robinson and John F. Donohue
John H. Schaaf  ’51*
David M. ’76 and Lisa Solomon 
$100,000+
Anonymous
Kathryn J. Barton ’87
John F. Boc ’74
John F. ’74 and Carole Bronzo 
George G. ’59 and Sandra Backofen Burke *
James D. Carey ’91
Joanne Caruso ’85
Robert C. Ciricillo ’70*
Hon. Denis P. Cohen ’76*
Daniel R. Coquillette P’96
John J. ’57 and Mary D. Curtin P ’81, ’82, 
’86, ’90
Lidia B. ’80 and David W. Devonshire 
Christopher D. ’88 and Molly Dyke Dillon 
John D. Donovan ’81 and Donna L. Hale
Clover M. Drinkwater ’81 
Douglass N. ’72 and Caroline A. Ellis 
Michael ’84 and Elizabeth Fee
Goulston & Storrs
John D. ’74 and Barbara F. Hanify 
Harold Hestnes ’61
Hon. Ellen ’75 and Jeffrey Huvelle* 
Anne P. Jones ’61 
Robert P. ’75 and Jeanne Joy 
Paul M. ’70 and Ellen Ennis Kane  
Donald M. Keller ’83
John M. and Lizanne T. Kenney  
George M. Kunath ’73 
Mark Leddy ’71
Peggy Ann Leen
James Lerner ’80 
David Leslie ’74 
Douglas J. MacMaster ’58
Christopher C. ’75 and Laura Lee Mansfield 
John J. McHale ’75
Kathleen M. McKenna ’78
Robert C. Mendelson ’80
Michael E. ’67 and Margaret Supple Mone 
John T. ’75 and Kristin Montgomery 
Daniel F. ’75 and Jane E. Murphy Jr. 
Albert A. Notini ’83
Estate of Frank Oliver 
Robert and Kathleen Paulus P’05
R. Robert Popeo ’61
Francis D. Privitera ’56, P ’95
Philip J. Privitera ’95
Patricia K. Rocha ’82
Jeffrey S. Sabin ’77
Kitt ’77 and Heather B. Sawitsky*
Kathleen E.  Shannon ’75  
Richard A. and Joan M. Spillane P’12
James F. Stapleton ’57
Debra Brown Steinberg ’79
John A. ’81 and Patrice Tarantino 
Robert A. Trevisani ’58
Douglas L. ’78 and Maureen E. Wisner
Thomas Zaccaro ’84 
* Includes a planned gift designated to BC Law School
 Light the World
It’s been an exciting year of giving to BC Law. We are pleased to announce that FY14 was a record-breaking year. The 
Office of Advancement raised an impressive $6.7 million in new gifts and pledges, surpassing by far the past total raised for 
BC Law in a single year. This record total is over 55 percent higher than the last three-year average and more than 60 percent 
higher than the last ten-year average. Just as impressive, last year we saw a 10 percent increase in the number of donors 
making gifts to BC Law as compared to the past two years. “The response from our community is spectacular,” says Jessica 
Cashdan, executive director of advancement and associate dean of BC Law. “This past year marks a very important moment 
for BC Law and positions us for success as we approach the final stretch of the Light the World campaign.” For more details 
about our FY14 fundraising achievements, please watch for the Report of Giving in the winter issue of the BC Law Magazine.
BC Law’s campaign commitments include outright gifts and pledges made between June 1, 2004 and the present.
SCHOLARSHIP DINNER 2014
1
2
3
4
5
The Ninth Annual Scholarship Dinner was held on 
April 10 at the Liberty Hotel and brought together 
donors and student recipients of their gifts.
1. John Montgomery ’75, David Libardoni ’14, and Kristin 
Montgomery. 2. Robert Keefe ’72 and Robert Dzialo ’14.  
3. Jeanne Picerne ’92 and Dialika Camara ’15.  
4. Mary Dupont, Paul Durst ’14, and Robert Decelles ’72.  
5. Riley Lovendale ’14 and Michael Mone ’67.
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Hon. Lynda Connolly ’74 received BC Law’s 
top honor at the 2014 Law Day celebration 
May 1 at the Boston Harbor Hotel. Event 
co-chairs Evelynne L. Swagerty ’84 and 
Mark J. Warner ’89 bestowed the awards. 
The St. Thomas More Award: Lynda Con-
nolly. The Hon. David S. Nelson Public In-
terest Law Award: Maryam Elahi ’86. The 
Special Service Award: Professor George 
D. Brown. The Daniel G. Holland Lifetime 
Achievement Award: George P. Field ’78. 
The William J. Kenealy, SJ, Alumnus of 
the Year Award: Joseph M. Vanek ’87. 
Joan Lukey paid a special tribute to former 
honoree John J. “Jack” Curtin Jr. ’57, who 
passed away last November.
1. Joan Lukey ’74, Maura Healey, Sara Meyers ’81. 
2. Hon. Lynda Connolly. 3. Kevin Curtin,  
Ronald Makawa, Paul Tremblay, Norah Wylie.  
4. Laura and Joseph Vanek. 5. Jennifer Kent ’13. 
6. Joseph Curtin ’90, Mary Curtin, and Kevin  
Curtin ’88. 7. Dean Vincent Rougeau, third 
from left, and co-chairs Evelynne Swaggerty 
and Mark Warner, first and second from right, 
with honorees George Brown, Maryam Elahi, 
Hon. Lynda Connolly, Joseph Vanek, and 
George Field. 8. Maryam Elahi and friends kick 
up their heels. 9. Scott Tucker ’78 and Maureen 
Curran ’91. 10. John Hanify ’74, Lawrence 
DiCara, and John Affuso ’93. 11. Lawrence 
DiCara congratulates George and Pat Brown. 
LAW DAY 2014
1
2 3 4
76
5
8 9 11
10
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Connecticut Governor Dannel Malloy 
’80, bottom right, urged graduates to 
“leave the world a better place than 
when you found it” in his inspiring com-
mencement address May 23 at BC Law’s 
eighty-second commencement. Earlier in 
the week, Secretary of State John Kerry 
’76, above Malloy, had stepped up to 
give Boston College’s commencement 
speech. Two hundred and seventy-five 
graduates received their JD degrees and 
fourteen earned their LLM degrees.
COMMENCEMENT 2014
To view the video of commencement,  
go to bc.edu/lawmagvideos.
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The
Reunion 
Giving 
Report 
2013
A WEEKEND PACKED WITH PRIDE, GENEROSITY
Last November, 450 alumni from years ending in 3 or 8 celebrated our BC Law 
Reunion. What a special weekend. We heard from keynote speakers such as 
former President of Ireland Mary McAleese, current dean Vincent Rougeau, and 
former dean Dan Coquillette. We returned to our old classrooms to take part in 
law classes and relived an old favorite and much-loved Friday night Bar Review. 
We recognized members of the Law School’s gift societies at our annual Dean’s 
Council Reception and held a special gathering to commemorate the inception of 
the Ingrid Hillinger Fund for Public Interest. We enjoyed a marvelous evening at 
the Ritz Carlton in Boston for the Saturday dinner, and laughed at each other’s 1L 
Facebook photos (of course, none of us have changed a bit!).
To mark this important milestone, alumni joined forces to make their own 
personal gifts and to encourage their classmates to support the Law School. The 
reunion giving total crossed the million dollar mark, reaching $1,034,640 with an 
overall participation rate of 25 percent. The Class of 1983 contributed the largest 
gift, $266,776. Our newest group of reunioners, the fifth reunion class, brought in 
the most gifts at 78, and our half century reunion class, the Class of 1963, had the 
highest participation rate of 43 percent.  
With planning well under way for Reunion Weekend 2014, October 17-19, I en-
courage those celebrating a reunion this year to make plans to attend the events. 
I can guarantee it will be a weekend filled with interesting speakers, engaging 
conversation, and lots of laughter. 
Chris Dillon
ALUMNI BOARD PAST PRESIDENT
25TH REUNION COMMITTEE, CLASS OF 1988
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1963
50th Reunion
Class Gift Total: $42,285  
Class Participation: 43%
$20,000+
John R. Walkey
$5,000+
Peter R. Blum
$2,500+
Barry L. Wieder
$1,500+
Richard M. Gaberman
Joseph H. Pellegrino
Lewis Rosenberg
Norman Baker
Forrest W. Barnes
Donald Brown
Michael J. Dorney
Jerry Fitzgerald English
Richard L. Fishman
Richard W. Hanusz
Herbert H. Hodos
Daniel J. Johnedis
John P. Kane
Joseph Maney
Robert E. McLaughlin
Anthony A. McManus
John D. O’Reilly
Stephen J. Paris
Donald P. Quinn
Alan H. Robbins
C. Ronald Rubley
John M. Russell
Paul R. Solomon
Charles C. Tretter
Joseph R. Welch
1968
45th Reunion
Class Gift Total: $157,239  
Class Participation: 28%
$100,000+
James A. Champy
$10,000+
Arthur G. Wiener
$2,500+
Jeffrey P. Somers
$1,500+
E.J. Holland Jr.
Lynn Komroff Pearle
Robert G. Agnoli
Peter A. Ambrosini
Ralph S. Cohen
John P. Connor
John A. Dooley
Evelyn L. Greenwald
Peter O. Grimes
Cornelius J. Guiney
Joel E. Kachinsky
Elizabeth O. LaStaiti
David J. Levenson
James J. Marcellino
John R. McFeely
Charles K. Mone
Peter J. Morrissette
Robert M. O’Brien
Michael E. Povich
Grier Raggio
John J. Reid
Jon D. Schneider
John R. Shaughnessy
Robert L. Shea
Dennis J. Smith
Dennis M. Sullivan
Robert F. Teaff
Peter W. Thoms
Robert D. Tobin
Joseph J. Triarsi
David Patrick Twomey
1973
40th Reunion
Class Gift Total: $177,446  
Class Participation: 28%
$100,000+
James M. Micali*
$25,000+
George M. Kunath
$10,000+
Lawrence R. Sidman
$5,000+
Alan I. Saltman
Neal C. Tully
$2,500+
Andrew R. Kosloff
Dennis M. Meyers
$1,500+
Edith N. Dinneen
Thomas J. Kelley
Steven L. Paul
Barbara J. Rouse
Alan J. Axelrod
Donald L. Becker
Lee M. Berger
Dennis J. Berry
William G. Brody
P. Robert Brown
Bruce H. Cohen
Thomas F. Commito
Frank C. Crowley
Patrick J. Daly
James C. Donnelly
Sandra S. Elligers
David T. Flanagan
Robert D. Fleischner
Patrick A. Fox
Donald A. Graham
Terrance J. Hamilton
Michael J. Hayes
William D. Hughes
Leonard C. Jekanowski
Brian M. Kingston
Roger P. Law
Stephen M. Limon
William H. Lyons
John V. Mahoney
John W. Marshall
Alan J. McDonald
Paul F. McDonough
Alexander M. McNeil
Michael B. Meyer
Stuart D. Meyers
Samuel Mostkoff
John A. Murphy
John B. Murphy
John G. Neylon
James E. O’Connor
V. Grady O’Malley
Nicolette M. Pach
G. Michael Peirce
Joseph J. Recupero
Patricia R. Recupero
Paul G. Roberts
Peter T. Robertson
Francis E. Scheele
Robert C. Scott
Robert C. Sudmyer
Thomas J. Sullivan
William Frederick Uehlein
Richard M. Whiting
1978
35th Reunion
Class Gift Total: $210,740 
Class Participation: 30%
$50,000+
Stephen Wells Kidder
Judith Ann Malone
$10,000+
Michael Alan Hacker
Kathleen M. McKenna
Gary Stewart Rattet
Douglas L. Wisner
$5,000+
Jill Nexon Berman
Anthony Michael Devito
Patrick Thomas Jones
Jovi Tenev
$2,500+
Robert M. Steeg
Albert Gerard Tierney
Scott Jay Tucker
Laurel G. Yancey
$1,500+
J. W. Carney
Thomas Frederick Holt
Joaquin German Perez
Kenneth D. Arbeeny
Angela M. Bohmann
Monty Lamont Bossard
Diane M. Cecero
Aldo Anthony Cipriano
John D. Delahanty
Kevin Cutler Devine
Edmund DiSanto
Eileen Bertsch Donahue
Frederick M. Enman
Mercedes S. Evans
George P. Field
Maureen L. Fox
Stephen Alan Gabovitch
Mary Sandler Haskell
Mark A. Helman
Paul William Hodes
Mary Jo Hollender
Gordon Philip Katz
Cameron F. Kerry
Carol Anne Jackier King
Carol Rudnick Kirchick
Carol G. Kroch
Debra Lay-Renkens
Patricia Hardiman Long
David Curtis Lucal
Tim Mahoney
Kenneth J. Malloy
Marilyn Shannon McConaghy
William John Midon
Thomas H. Murphy
Richard Wright Paul
Richard Elliott Powers
Alan Michael Reisch
David John Rice
Mitchell Elliot Rudin
Rohan J. Samaraweera
Thomas M. Saunders
Robert J. Schiller
Sylvia Brandel Schoenbaum
R. Brian Snow
Robert James Steele
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Trudy Burns Stone
William Robert Underhill
Charles E. Walker
Anthony L. Washington
Pamela Lilly Washington
1983
30th Reunion
Class Gift Total: $266,776  
Class Participation: 28%
$100,000+
Michael H. Lee
$25,000+
Deborah Beth Goldberg
$10,000+
Stephen V. Gimigliano
Helene W. Haddad
Mark E. Haddad
Mary R. Jeka
Albert Notini
Mark V. Nuccio
$5,000+
Pamela D. Brake
Stephen M. Brake
Karen G. Del Ponte
Kurt F. Somerville
$2,500+
Michael F. Coyne
Janice Carney Moore
Robert J. Moore
Donal J. Orr
Margaret E. Sheehan
$1,500+
Mark D. Seltzer
Leslie A. Shimer
Ellen Gershon Banov
Gary M. Barrett
Laurence J. Bird
Susan Vogt Brown
Thomas Buonocore
Ronaldo G. Cheek
Kelvin H. Chin
Kim L. Chisholm
Michael Collins
Kevin M. Dennis
Stephen R. Dinsmore
Janice M. Duffy
Raquel M. Dulzaides-Gonzalez
Warren M. S. Ernst
Robin F. Feiner
Steven K. Forjohn
Doris J. Gallegos
Karen Aline Gooderum
Sara L. Harnish
Randall G. Hesser
Michael F. Kilkelly
Susan K. T. Kilkelly
Denis M. King
Suzanne C. LaCampagne
Gregory T. Limoncelli
Charles W. Llewellyn
Celeste V. Lopes
Nancy S. Malmquist
Patrick J. Monahan
Jonathan E. Moskin
Robert B. Muh
Jack W. Murphy
Denise T. Nagata
Christopher R. L. Osborne
Sunjlee D. Pegram
Anne Peters
Mitchell P. Portnoy
Michael G. Proctor
Frank J. San Martin
Stephen J. Seleman
Barbara Anne Sousa
James N. Tamposi
Steven E. Thomas
Douglas G. Verge
William E. Vita
Jody Pullen Shaw Williams
Daniel B. Winslow
1988
25th Reunion
Class Gift Total: $75,679 
Class Participation: 27%
$25,000+
Christopher David Dillon
$10,000+
David Victor Drubner
$5,000+
Mark Thomas Power
$2,500+
Brian A. Berube
Kevin J. Curtin
Mark B. Lavoie
Pete Stuart Michaels
Loretta Rhodes Richard
Mark C. Rouvalis
$1,500+
Deborah E. Gray
Linda Joanne Allen
David Yorke Bannard
Ann Bernhardt Scibelli
Stephen William Bernstein
Christopher G. Betke 
Russell G. Bogin
John Peter Bostany
Thomas L. Brayton
Gerard A. Caron
Jennie Leigh Cherry
David Kerr Chivers
Kevin W. Clancy
Carlos J. Deupi
Jack Patrick Di Canio
Joseph Anthony DiBrigida
Susan Frances Donahue
Michael Barry Dworman
Richard Elam
Elizabeth Russell Freeman
Thomas Frisardi
Royal C. Gardner
Michael Emmett Garrity
Lori Ellen Grifa
James P. Hawkins
Mary Patricia Hawkins
Quinn Joseph Hebert
Michael Albert Hickey
Evelyn Palmon Howell
Susan Shaw Hulbert
Mary Jo Johnson
Jeffrey Lewis Jonas
John Edward Jones
Susan Marie Kincaid
Frederick Stanley Lane
Mark A. Longietti
Kathleen E. McGrath
Joanne McIntyre Mengel
Kristin Pilar Muniz
Johnnel Lee Nakamura
Reese Rikio Nakamura
Kyle R. Neal
Donald Willard Parker
Bernard A. Pellegrino
Michael A. Perino
Lisa Strempek Pierce
Miriam Rita Popp
Linda B. Port
Joyce Elizabeth Rawlings
Lois Blum Reitzas
Lesley Woodberry Robinson
Deirdre R. Rosenberg
Kimberly A. Rozak
John George Rusk
Norma I. Sanchez-Figueroa
Edwin J. Seda Fernandez
Antonia Torres-Ramos
Sally A. Walker
Michael John Wall
Joanne M. White
Thomas J. White
1993
20th Reunion
Class Gift Total: $37,039 
Class Participation: 21%
$5,000+
Stephen D. Browning
$2,500+
Mark Thomas Benedict 
Christine Conley Palladino 
Sean E. Spillane
$1,500+
Brigida Benitez
Edward Kelly
Brian P. Lenihan
Richard D. Lara
John Nicholas Affuso
Bradford Babbitt
Laura Scanlan Beliveau
Hon. Donald J. Cannava
Denise A. Chicoine
Kristin Lynn Cihak
Kevin W. Coleman
Christine A DeGrappo
John A. Dolan
Michael G. Donovan
Elizabeth H. Dow
Alicia L. Downey
John Bradley Ellis
Vincent P. Eng
Robert Howard Finney
Timothy Alan Gagnon
Peter J. Gannon
Laurie I. Gelb
Gary L. Gill-Austern
Robert Scott Goldstein
Gerald L. Harmon
Andrew Joseph Hayden
Shannon Shay Hayden
William V. Hoch
Mary M. Joyce
Joanne D. Karchmer
James Paul Kerr
Thomas F. Maloney
Peter Mancusi
Mary Ellen McDonough
Frank F. McGinn
James Chafel McGrath
Sara E. McGrath
Katherin A. Nukk-Freeman
Toni M. O’Brien
James Joseph Reardon
Kenneth J. Samuel
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Donald James Savery
Mark Christopher Schueppert
Thomas Warren Sculco
Elizabeth Z. Stavisky
Terence William Sweeney
Elizabeth A. Talia
Nicholas W. F. Targ
Joshua Thayer
Dana Lynn Tully
Debra Susan Wekstein
Ward Richardson Welles
Kathleen M. White
Karen Ann Whitley
Karen Jorik Wickliffe
1998
15th Reunion
Class Gift Total: $21,658  
Class Participation: 20%
$5,000+
Christopher Jaap
Rafael Klotz
$1,500+
Martha F. Phelps
Pamela Zorn Adams
Ashima Aggarwal
Darcie P. L. Beaudin
Elizabeth A. Broderick
Mary Cronin Calello
Karen Barry Carter
Christopher Centurelli
Patrick Charles Closson
David B. Colleran
Gary Jay Creem
Jennifer Mina DeTeso
John James Devenny
Simone O. Devenny
Jessica Susan Dormitzer
Peter Armstrong Egan
Nora E. Field
Ginger L. Fitch
Valene Sibley Franco
Matthew J. Ginsburg
Lisa Denise Gladke
Valerie Hope Goldstein
Gary J. Guzzi
Vanessa Magnanini Guzzi
Michael Charles Hackett
Renee Elena Hackett
Colleen A. Hankins
Nancy Patricia Hill
Pamela Smith Holleman
Barbara T. Kaban
Sean Patrick Mahoney
Joseph Rene Martinez
Siobhan E. Mee
Jennifer Anne Mencken
Justin MacLean Nesbit
Kathleen Welch Orejuela
Christopher Drake Perry
Kevin L. Reiner
Meredith Anne Rosenthal
Jason S. Rozes
Andrew Jonas Simons
Leslie Faye Wen Su
Vasiliki L. Tripodis
Tara Ann Twomey
Amanda Buck Varella
John David Varella
Douglas A. Wolfson
Dana A. Zakarian
Myrna Mejia Zakarian
2003
10th Reunion
Class Gift Total: $18,535  
Class Participation: 16%
$5,000+
Jessica R. O’Mary
$2,500+
Carla A. Salvucci
Joyce E. Asber
Greta LaMountain Biagi
Danielle Porcelli Bianchi
Sara P. Bryant
Ileana M. Espinosa 
Christianson
David E. Cole
Lisa S. Core
Alyssa Murphy Creedon
Karen L. Crocker
Amanda R. Deery
David G. Delaney
Michael R. Fastert
Beth A. FitzPatrick
Jillian S. Folger-Hartwell
Daniel K. Gelb
Michael A. Goldberg
Nancy E. Hart
Claire H. Holland
Derek S. Holland
Matthew M. Hughey
Nicole S. Kadomiya
Jaime T. Kim
Kyle A. Loring
Karen M. May
Peter E. Mina
Jaime N. Morris
Aloknanda Bose O’Leary
Keri E. Riemer
Emily M. Samansky
Scott J. Shoreman
Renee Martinez Sophocles
Sophocles M. Sophocles
Eric M. Tamarkin
Stafford W. Thomas
Kirsten E. Voyles
Jenny L. Yandell
Kai Richar Yu
Philip S. Zachos
Rory D. Zamansky
2008
5th Reunion
Class Gift Total: $27,243
Class Participation: 29%
$5,000+
Jesse Stellato
$1,500+
Meaghan L. Sanders
Leslie M. Schmidt
$1,000+
George W. Adams
Simon B. Burce
Kristin A. Gerber
William W. Gerber
Sarah H. Gottlieb
Joseph P. Lucia
Christina L. Queiros
Xin Yang
Adam M. Baker
David R. Bartholomew
Jared P. Belliveau
Naina Bhadra
Daniel J. Blanchard
Monique M. Boucher
Maria M. Carboni
Andrew E. Carmichael
Kuang Hua Chiang
Mary E. Cloues
John P. Condon
Erik T. Crocker
Barbara Cusumano
Jackson S. Davis
Sean R. Delaney
Matthew J. DelMastro
Jill A. DiGiovanni
Patrick R. Dorsey
Eric J. Drury
Tina Iyer Elfenbein
Eleanor E. Farwell
Jonathan R. Fishburn
Christine M. Foot
Bianca M. Forde
Robert C. Garcia
Rebecca A. Haciski
J. Corey Harris
Matthew B. Harvey
Evan C. Holden
Rebecca A. Kaplan
Katherine Bartlett Kimball
Sarah A. Kogel-Smucker
Toni Ann Kruse
Rodney A. Lake
Elizabeth B. Lane
Michael R. Laskin
Edward B. Lefebvre
Michelle Devlin Long
Lisa A.H. McChesney
Kevin A. Meehan
Sarah K. Mohr
Katherine S. Monge
Tavis J. Morello
Adam N. Mueller
Kathryn Beaumont Murphy
Roscoe J. Mutz
Diana O. Olanipekun
Christopher D. O’Leary
Nathan C. Pagett
Sean T. Phelan
Matthew Prasse
Christine Rodriguez
Joshua D. Rottner
Kathryn M. Rutigliano
Debbie Satyal
Therese A. Scheuer
Scott K. Semple
Amelia E. Stewart
Maria E. Stookey
Adam C. Supple
Rebecca Corcoran Swanson
Andres F. Torres
Chandler H. Udo
Arivee N. Vargas
Kevin M. Walker
Hillary Weinstein
Emma C. Winger
Brian Wong
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 In  Closing
 Comcast the Dealmaker
Recent merger not to be feared. Here’s why. BY PROFESSOR DANIEL LYONS
In the dynamic internet ecosystem, few players have been more ac-
tive and influential lately than Comcast Corporation. After purchas-
ing NBC-Universal in 2011 and entering an agreement to acquire 
Time Warner Cable earlier this year, the company signed an inter-
connection agreement with Netflix that allows the internet’s leading 
media provider to stream information more efficiently to Comcast 
consumers, for an undisclosed fee. Net neutrality advocates have 
condemned this agreement as a “pay for play” deal that threatens 
the free flow of information across the internet. But a more nuanced 
analysis shows little cause for alarm, while shedding some light on 
the intricate business relationships that govern the internet.   
It is a misconception that Netflix and other internet content 
providers pay nothing to deliver content. In fact, content providers 
typically purchase internet transit service from several little-known 
companies such as Cogent and Level 3, whose wires are part of the 
“network of networks” that comprise the internet. These transit 
providers act as middlemen, charging content providers to deliver 
traffic over the internet and then entering agreements 
with other networks, including broadband providers 
such as Comcast, to send that traffic on to consumers.
One can think of the Comcast-Netflix deal as an 
agreement to eliminate the middleman. Netflix generates 
one-third of North American internet traffic during peak 
hours. Its volume has overwhelmed the existing connec-
tions between Cogent, a Netflix transit provider, and the 
Comcast network. Reports suggest that Cogent refused 
to upgrade these connections, hoping Comcast would 
contribute to the cost. As Netflix’s quality deteriorated, 
the company signed a deal to interconnect with Comcast 
directly. The fees Comcast is charging are thus not a new 
expense for Netflix, but rather a decision to pay Comcast 
directly rather than transit providers to carry Netflix 
traffic to Comcast customers. Generally, agreements 
to eliminate a middleman are welfare-enhancing, and 
in this case, Comcast customers report better service 
because Netflix is no longer dependent on potentially 
overloaded internet bottlenecks. 
As the Comcast-Netflix agreement illustrates, the 
internet is a complex ecosystem in which countless 
business transactions intertwine to bring information 
to consumers. Thus far, regulatory attention has focused 
primarily upon broadband providers such as Comcast, but 
they comprise only part of the system. Equally important 
within the network are transit and backbone provid-
ers such as Cogent and Level 3, and beyond the network 
itself, the internet also depends upon hardware providers 
such as Samsung, software companies such as Apple and 
Google’s Android, content providers like Netflix, and busi-
ness-to-business companies such as Cisco and Amazon’s 
Cloud Services. All play an important role in transmitting 
information at the speed of light.
More importantly, these companies are constantly 
evolving, creating products and ways to deliver content.
This dynamism is a good thing. Like a biological organ-
ism, the internet evolves in response to external stimuli to 
become stronger and better. And while Comcast appears 
to occupy a significant part of the market today, in this 
dynamic marketplace no position is stable. Fifteen years 
ago critics said the same thing about AOL Time Warner, a 
colossus that controlled internet access and content and 
yet withered away as nimble competitors provided better 
services more efficiently. In this environment, the only 
certainty is uncertainty, and the only path to long-term 
success is through constant adaptation.
Daniel Lyons is an Associate Professor of Law. He writes 
frequently on internet governance issues and is a regular 
contributor to techpolicydaily.com.
 “Law school 
transformed me 
and positioned me 
for a rich array of 
professional roles, 
from professor  
to law firm lawyer 
to general counsel. 
Through my 
service on the  
Law School Board 
of Overseers,  
I learned of the 
importance of 
giving back. My 
husband and  
I made a legacy 
gift to ensure that 
the Law School 
continues to 
flourish and  
provide others 
with the oppor-
tunities that  
I have enjoyed.  
I encourage my 
classmates to join  
me in honoring 
BC Law as we 
celebrate our 
reunion this fall.”
Jo Ellen Ojeda ’79,  
Partner, TBP Solutions, LLC; Broker 
Associate, Residential Properties LLC;  
Of Counsel, LaSalle & Associates
LEAVE YOUR LEGACY
Boston College Law School is proud  
to recognize Jo Ellen Ojeda ’79 and  
Enrique Ojeda for their legacy gift to 
the Light the World campaign. Learn 
how your legacy gift can make a differ-
ence for tomorrow’s law students. To 
learn more, contact Jessica Cashdan, 
executive director of  advancement 
and associate dean, at 617-552-3536 or 
jcashdan@bc.edu.
Boston College Law School
885 Centre Street
Newton, MA 02459-1163
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